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Theodore Robert Bundy (né Cowell; November 24, 1946 — January 24, 1989) was an American serial killer
who kidnapped, raped and murdered dozens of young women and girls between 1974 and 1978. His modus
operandi typically consisted of convincing his target that he was in need of assistance or duping them into
believing he was an authority figure. He would then lure his victim to his vehicle, at which point he would
bludgeon them unconscious, then restrain them with handcuffs before driving them to aremote location to be
sexually assaulted and killed.

Bundy killed hisfirst known victim in February 1974 in Washington, and his later crimes stretched to
Oregon, Colorado, Utah and Idaho. He frequently revisited the bodies of his victims, grooming and
performing sex acts on the corpses until decomposition and destruction by wild animals made further
interactions impossible. Along with the murders, Bundy was also a prolific burglar, and on afew occasions
he broke into homes at night and bludgeoned, maimed, strangled and sexually assaulted his victimsin their

Sleep.

In 1975, Bundy was arrested and jailed in Utah for aggravated kidnapping and attempted criminal assault. He
then became a suspect in a progressively longer list of unsolved homicidesin several states. Facing murder
chargesin Colorado, Bundy engineered two dramatic escapes and committed further assaultsin Florida,
including three murders, before being recaptured in 1978. For the Florida homicides, he received three death
sentences in two trials and was executed in the electric chair at Florida State Prison on January 24, 1989.

Biographer Ann Rule characterized Bundy as "a sadistic sociopath who took pleasure from another human's
pain and the control he had over his victims, to the point of death and even after." He once described himself
as "the most cold-hearted son of a bitch you'll ever meet," a statement with which attorney Polly Nelson, a
member of his last defense team, agreed. She wrote that " Ted was the very definition of heartless evil ."
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Victim mentality or victim complex is apsychological concept referring to a mindset in which a person, or
group of people, tends to recognize or consider themselves a victim of the actions of others. Theterm isalso
used in reference to the tendency for blaming one's misfortunes on somebody else's misdeeds, which isalso
referred to as victimism. It can develop as a defense mechanism to cope with negative life events.

Victim mentality can be developed from abuse and situations during childhood through adulthood. Similarly,
criminals often engage in victim thinking, believing themselves to be moral and engaging in crimeonly asa
reaction to an immoral world and furthermore feeling that authorities are unfairly singling them out for
persecution. This mentality could also be branched from patterns of trauma which could make oneself feel
like avictim.

Characteristics of the victimhood mindset have been observed at the group level, although not al individual-
level traits apply.
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Gary Leon Ridgway (born February 18, 1949), known as the Green River Killer or the Green River Strangler,
isan American seria killer who was convicted of murdering forty-nine women between 1982 and 1998 in
the northwestern United States. At the time of his arrest in 2001, he was believed to be the most prolific

serial killer in United States history, according to confirmed murders.

Most of Ridgway's victims were alleged sex workers or other women in vulnerable circumstances, including
underage runaways. Before his capture, media outlets nicknamed him the Green River Killer or Green River
Strangler due to hisfirst five victims being found at the Green River in Washington State. Ridgway strangled
his victims, usually by hand, but sometimes using ligatures. After strangling them, he would dump their
bodiesin forested and overgrown areas, often returning to the bodies to engage in acts of necrophilia.

Ridgway had been a suspect in the Green River case since 1982; however, investigators were unable to link
him to the murders at that time. Later advancesin DNA profiling allowed investigators to definitively link
Ridgway to the murders, and he was arrested on November 30, 2001, as he was leaving the Kenworth truck
factory where he worked in Renton, Washington. As part of a pleabargain wherein he agreed to disclose the
locations of still-missing women, he was spared the death penalty and received a sentence of life
imprisonment without the possibility of parole.
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John Wayne Gacy (March 17, 1942 — May 10, 1994) was an American seria killer and sex offender who
raped, tortured and murdered at least thirty-three young men and boys between 1972 and 1978 in Norwood
Park Township, Illinois, a suburb of Chicago. He became known as the "Killer Clown™ due to his public
performances as a clown prior to the discovery of his crimes.

Gacy committed all of his known murders inside his ranch-style house. Typically, he would lure avictim to
his home and dupe them into donning handcuffs on the pretext of demonstrating a magic trick. He would
then rape and torture his captive before killing his victim by either asphyxiation or strangulation with a
garrote. Twenty-six victims were buried in the crawl space of his home, and three were buried elsewhere on
his property; four were discarded in the Des Plaines River.



Gacy had previously been convicted in 1968 of the sodomy of ateenage boy in Waterloo, lowa, and was
sentenced to ten years imprisonment, but served eighteen months. He murdered hisfirst victim in 1972, had
murdered twice more by the end of 1975, and murdered at |east thirty victims after his divorce from his
second wife in 1976. The investigation into the disappearance of Des Plaines teenager Robert Piest led to
Gacy's arrest on December 21, 1978.

Gacy's conviction for thirty-three murders (by one individual) then covered the most homicides in United
States legal history. Gacy was sentenced to death on March 13, 1980. He was executed by lethal injection at
Stateville Correctional Center on May 10, 1994.
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Dean Arnold Corll (December 24, 1939 — August 8, 1973) was an American serial killer and sex offender
who abducted, raped, tortured and murdered a minimum of twenty-nine teenage boys and young men
between 1970 and 1973 in Houston and Pasadena, Texas. He was aided by two teenaged accomplices, David
Owen Brooks and EImer Wayne Henley. The crimes, which became known as the Houston Mass Murders,
cameto light after Henley fatally shot Corll. Upon discovery, the case was considered the worst example of
serial murder in United States history.

Corll'svictims were typically lured with an offer of aparty or alift to one of the various addresses at which
he resided between 1970 and 1973. They would then be restrained either by force or deception, and each was
killed either by strangulation or shooting with a .22 caliber pistol. Corll and his accomplices buried eighteen
of their victims in arented boat shed; four other victims were buried in woodland near Lake Sam Rayburn,
one victim was buried on a beach in Jefferson County, and at least six victims were buried on a beach on the
Bolivar Peninsula. Brooks and Henley confessed to assisting Corll in several abductions and murders; both
were sentenced to life imprisonment.

Corll was aso known as the Candy Man and the Pied Piper, because he and his family had previously owned
and operated a candy factory in Houston Heights, and he had been known to give free candy to local
children.
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Victim blaming occurs when the victim of a crime or any wrongful act is held entirely or partially at fault for
the harm done to them. There is historical and current prejudice against the victims of domestic violence and
sex crimes, such as the greater tendency to blame victims of rape than victims of robbery if victims and
perpetrators knew each other prior to the commission of the crime. The Gay Panic Defense has been
characterized as aform of victim blaming.
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"Fashion victim" isaterm claimed to have been coined by Oscar de la Renta that is used to identify a person
who is unable to identify commonly recognized boundaries of style.



Fashion victims are "victims' because they are vulnerable to faddishness and materialism, two of the widely
recognized excesses of fashion, and consequently are at the mercy of society's prejudices or of the
commercial interest of the fashion industry, or of both. According to Versace, "When a woman alters her
look too much from season to season, she becomes a fashion victim."
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Victim Prime is a science fiction novel by American writer Robert Sheckley, published in 1987. It isthe
sequel to 1953's " Seventh Victim”, and is followed by 1988's Hunter/Victim.
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