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Generation Alpha (often shortened to Gen Alpha) is the demographic cohort succeeding Generation Z and
preceding the proposed Generation Beta. While researchers and popular media generally identify the early
2010s as the starting birth years and the mid-2020s as the ending birth years, these ranges are not precisely
defined and may vary depending on the source (see 8§ Date and age range definitions). Named after alpha, the
first letter of the Greek alphabet, Generation Alphaisthefirst to be born entirely in the 21st century and the
third millennium. The mgority of Generation Alphaare the children of Millennials.

Generation Alpha has been born at atime of falling fertility rates across much of the world, and experienced
the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic as young children. For those with access, children's entertainment has
been increasingly dominated by electronic technology, social networks, and streaming services, with interest
in traditional television concurrently falling. Changes in the use of technology in classrooms and other
aspects of life have had a significant effect on how this generation has experienced early learning compared
to previous generations. Studies have suggested that health problems related to screen time, alergies, and
obesity became increasingly prevalent in the late 2010s.
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Female genital mutilation (FGM) (also known as female genital cutting, female genital mutilation/cutting
(FGM/C) and female circumcision) is the cutting or removal of some or all of the vulva for non-medical
reasons. FGM prevalence varies worldwide, but is magjorly present in some countries of Africa, Asiaand
Middle East, and within their diasporas. As of 2024, UNICEF estimates that worldwide 230 million girls and
women (144 million in Africa, 80 millionin Asia, 6 million in Middle East, and 1-2 million in other parts of
the world) had been subjected to one or more types of FGM.

Typicaly carried out by atraditional cutter using ablade, FGM is conducted from days after birth to puberty
and beyond. In half of the countries for which national statistics are available, most girls are cut before the
age of five. Procedures differ according to the country or ethnic group. They include removal of the clitoral
hood (type 1-a) and clitoral glans (1-b); removal of theinner labia (2-a); and removal of the inner and outer
labia and closure of the vulva (type 3). In this last procedure, known as infibulation, a small hole is left for
the passage of urine and menstrual fluid, the vaginais opened for intercourse and opened further for
childbirth.

The practice is rooted in gender inequality, attempts to control female sexuality, religious beliefs and ideas
about purity, modesty, and beauty. It is usually initiated and carried out by women, who see it as a source of
honour, and who fear that failing to have their daughters and granddaughters cut will expose the girlsto
socia exclusion. Adverse health effects depend on the type of procedure; they can include recurrent
infections, difficulty urinating and passing menstrual flow, chronic pain, the development of cysts, an
inability to get pregnant, complications during childbirth, and fatal bleeding. There are no known health
benefits.



There have been international efforts since the 1970s to persuade practitioners to abandon FGM, and it has
been outlawed or restricted in most of the countries in which it occurs, although the laws are often poorly
enforced. Since 2010, the United Nations has called upon healthcare providers to stop performing all forms
of the procedure, including reinfibulation after childbirth and symbolic "nicking” of the clitoral hood. The
opposition to the practice is not without its critics, particularly among anthropologists, who have raised
questions about cultural relativism and the universality of human rights. According to the UNICEF,
international FGM rates have risen significantly in recent years, from an estimated 200 million in 2016 to
230 million in 2024, with progress towards its abandonment stalling or reversing in many affected countries.
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Zarah Sultana (born 31 October 1993) is a British politician who has served as Member of Parliament (MP)
for Coventry South since 2019. She was a Labour Party MP until the whip was suspended in July 2024, when
she became one of seven Labour MPs who voted to scrap the two-child benefit cap. She resigned her Labour
Party membership on 3 July 2025 and co-founded a new party, known by the provisional name Y our Party,
with the former Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn and joined the Independent Alliance. On the political |eft, she
was a member of the Socialist Campaign Group and its chairperson from 2020 to 2025.
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Jade Amelia Thirlwall (born 26 December 1992) is an English singer. Her music career began at the age of
15, when she auditioned for The X Factor UK on three occasions before rising to prominence as a member of
the girl group Little Mix. Formed during the show's eighth series, Little Mix became the first group to win
the competition, and together went on to release six studio albums and amassed nineteen UK top-ten singles,
five of which reached number one. Before going on hiatus in 2022, they became the first girl group to win the
Brit Award for British Group.

In 2022, Thirlwall signed a solo record deal with RCA Records and released her debut single, "Angel of My
Dreams' in 2024, and reached number seven on the UK Singles Chart and was nominated for Song of the

Y ear at the 2025 Brit Awards. Her debut solo studio album That's Showbiz Baby is set for release on 12
September 2025.

In addition to her solo work, Thirlwall has co-written songs for various artists through her publishing deal
with Sony/ATV Music. Known for her political and social activism, sheis an advocate for LGBTQ+ rights
and an ambassador for Stonewall. Her involvement with charity work earned her the Gay Times Honour for
Allyship in 2021 and 2025. She won Best Pop Act at the 2025 Brit Awards and received the Trailblazer
Award at the Rolling Stone UK 2024 awards.
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Malnutrition occurs when an organism gets too few or too many nutrients, resulting in health problems.
Specifically, it isadeficiency, excess, or imbalance of energy, protein and other nutrients which adversely
affects the body's tissues and form.
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Malnutrition is a category of diseases that includes undernutrition and overnutrition. Undernutrition is alack
of nutrients, which can result in stunted growth, wasting, and being underweight. A surplus of nutrients
causes overnutrition, which can result in obesity or toxic levels of micronutrients. In some developing
countries, overnutrition in the form of obesity is beginning to appear within the same communities as
undernutrition.

Most clinical studies use the term 'malnutrition’ to refer to undernutrition. However, the use of 'malnutrition’
instead of 'undernutrition’ makes it impossible to distinguish between undernutrition and overnutrition, aless
acknowledged form of malnutrition. Accordingly, a 2019 report by The Lancet Commission suggested
expanding the definition of malnutrition to include "all its forms, including obesity, undernutrition, and other
dietary risks." The World Health Organization and The Lancet Commission have also identified "[t]he
double burden of malnutrition”, which occurs from "the coexistence of overnutrition (overweight and
obesity) alongside undernutrition (stunted growth and wasting)."
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An orphanageis aresidential institution, total institution or group home, devoted to the care of orphans and
children who, for various reasons, cannot be cared by their biological families. The parents may be deceased,
absent, or abusive. There may be substance abuse or mental illness in the biological home, or the parent may
simply be unwilling to care for the child. The legal responsibility for the support of abandoned children
differs from country to country, and within countries. Government-run orphanages have been phased out in
most developed countries during the latter half of the 20th century but continue to operate in many other
regionsinternationally. It is now generally accepted that orphanages are detrimental to the emotional
wellbeing of children, and government support goes instead towards supporting the family unit.

A few large international charities continue to fund orphanages, but most are still commonly founded by
smaller charities and religious groups. Especially in developing countries, orphanages may prey on
vulnerable families at risk of breakdown and actively recruit children to ensure continued funding.
Orphanages in devel oping countries are rarely run by the state. However, not al orphanages that are state-run
are less corrupted; the Romanian orphanages, like those in Bucharest, were founded due to the soaring
population numbers catalyzed by dictator Nicolae Ceau?escu, who banned abortion and birth control and
incentivized procreation in order to increase the Romanian workforce.

Today's residential institutions for children, also described as congregate care, include group homes,
residential child care communities, children's homes, refuges, rehabilitation centers, night shelters, and youth
treatment centers.
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Life skills are abilities for adaptive and positive behavior that enable humans to deal effectively with the
demands and challenges of life. This concept is also termed as psychosocial competency. The subject varies
greatly depending on social norms and community expectations but skills that function for well-being and aid
individuals to develop into active and productive members of their communities are considered as life skills.
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Zade Dirani (Arabic: ?7?? 7?22?72, born in 1980), is a Jordanian American pianist, composer, and UNICEF
Goodwill Ambassador for the Middle East and North Africa, of Damascene descent, whose genre blending
songs are inspired by Latin, pop, and classical music. He has performed before thousands around the world
including Queen Elizabeth and Nelson Mandela.

He hasreleased eight CDs, which reflect his studies of each culture while attending the National Music
Conservatory in Amman and the Berklee College of Music in Boston. Audiences throughout the Middle East,
Europe, and the United States have attended his performances. His albums have reached #3 on the US
Billboard chart. The CD for Zade's project: One Night in Jordan debuted on Billboard at #2 on the New Age
Chart, #5 on the Classical Crossover Chart, and #11 on the Overall Classical Chart. Zade's accompanying
DVD also debuted on Billboard's Top DVD/Music Video Charts at #18. Zade has toured extensively
throughout the U.S and has performed in Spain, France, England, Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar,
L ebanon, Morocco, Kuwait, and Egypt.

Digital footprint

International Children&#039;s Emergency Fund& #039;s (UNICEF) State of the World's Children 2017
report highlights how digital footprints are linked to broader issues

Digital footprint or digital shadow refers to one's unique set of traceable digital activities, actions,
contributions, and communications manifested on the Internet or digital devices. Digital footprints can be
classified as either passive or active. Passive footprints consist of a user's web-browsing activity and
information stored as cookies. Active footprints are intentionally created by usersto share information on
websites or social media. While the term usually applies to a person, adigital footprint can also refer to a
business, organization or corporation.

The use of adigital footprint has both positive and negative consequences. On one side, it is the subject of
many privacy issues. For example, without an individual's authorization, strangers can piece together
information about that individual by only using search engines. Social inequalities are exacerbated by the
limited access afforded to marginalized communities. Corporations are also able to produce customized ads
based on browsing history. On the other hand, others can reap the benefits by profiting off their digital
footprint as social mediainfluencers. Furthermore, employers use a candidate's digital footprint for online
vetting. Between two equal candidates, a candidate with a positive digital footprint may have an advantage.
As technology usage becomes more widespread, even children generate larger digital footprints with
potential positive and negative consequences such as college admissions. Media and information literacy
frameworks and educational efforts promote awareness of digital footprints as part of a citizen's digital
privacy. Sinceit is hard not to have a digital footprint, it isin one's best interest to create a positive one.

Israeli invasion of the Gaza Strip
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The Isragli invasion of the Gaza Strip isamajor part of the Gazawar. Starting on 7 October 2023,
immediately after the Hamas-led attack on Israel, Israel began bombing the Gaza Strip. On 13 October, Israel
began ground operations in Gaza, and on 27 October, a full-scale invasion was launched. Isragl's campaign
has four stated goals: to destroy Hamas, to free the hostages, to ensure Gaza no longer poses a threat to Isradl,
and to return displaced residents of Northern Isragl. More than ayear after the invasion, fighting in the Gaza
Strip halted with the implementation of a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas on 19 January 2025.

By April 2025, the Gaza Ministry of Health had reported that at least 50,500 people in the Gaza Strip had
died—1 out of every 44 people—averaging 93 deaths per day. Most of the victims are civilians, of whom at
least half are women and children. Compared to other recent global conflicts, the numbers of known deaths
of journalists, humanitarian and health workers, and children are among the highest. Thousands of more dead



bodies are thought to be under the rubble of destroyed buildings. A study in The Lancet estimated 64,260
deaths due to traumatic injuries by June 2024, while noting alarger potential death toll when "indirect”
deaths are included. As of January 2025, a comparable estimate for traumatic injury deaths would be around
80,000. The number of injured is greater than 100,000; Gaza has the most child amputees per capitain the
world.

A severe humanitarian crisis has devel oped, with healthcare on the brink of collapse, shortages of food, clean
water, medicine and fuel due to the blockade, electricity and communications blackouts, and the UN warning
of potential famine. It was widely reported that thereis "no safe place in Gaza', as Israel struck areasit had
previously told Palestinians to evacuate to. Nearly all 2.3 million Gazans have been internally displaced and
250,000 to 500,000 Israelis were internally displaced, while Israel has detained thousands of Palestinians and
said it lost 353 additiona soldiersin itsinvasion as of 13 October 2024. By mid-December, Israel had
dropped 29,000 munitions on Gaza, destroying or damaging 70 percent of homes, destroying hundreds of
cultural landmarks, and damaging dozens of cemeteries. Experts say that the scale and pace of destruction in
Gazais among the most severe in recent history.

The widespread civilian deaths have led to accusations of war crimes against both Israel and Hamas. Asa
result of the invasion, South Africainstituted proceedings against Israel in the International Court of Justice
(ICJ), charging that Israel was committing genocide and requesting that the |CJ render provisional measures
of protection. VVarious experts and human rights organizations have also characterized the eventsin Gaza as
genocide. Other accusations include the deliberate targeting of civilians and starving the population of Gaza
by Israel, and the use of human shields and holding of Israeli hostages by Hamas.
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