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Luigi Di Maio (Italian pronunciation: [lu?i?d?i di ?ma?jo]; born 6 July 1986) is an Italian politician who has
been serving as EU Special Representative for the Gulf region since 1 June 2023. Di Maio also served as
Minister of Foreign Affairs from 2019 to 2022, as Deputy Prime Minister of Italy and Minister of Economic
Development, Labour and Social Policies from 2018 to 2019, and as Vice President of the Chamber of
Deputies in the 17th Italian legislature.

From September 2017 to January 2020, Di Maio was the leader of the Five Star Movement, an anti-
establishment party founded by Beppe Grillo. He resigned from this position to quell discontent and stem the
flow of party desertions and expulsions after he led the party into coalition with the centre-left Democratic
Party. In June 2022, Di Maio left the M5S due to tensions with Giuseppe Conte over providing support for
Ukraine against the Russian invasion, founding his own political group, Together for the Future (IpF). IpF
had a brief life, being disbanded following a poor performance in the 2022 Italian general election (in which
it ran within the Civic Commitment electoral list alongside Democratic Centre).

Five Star Movement
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The Five Star Movement (Italian: Movimento 5 Stelle [movi?mento ?t?i?kwe ?stelle], M5S) is a political
party in Italy, led by Giuseppe Conte. It was launched on 4 October 2009 by Beppe Grillo, a political activist
and comedian, and Gianroberto Casaleggio, a web strategist. The party is primarily described as populist of
the syncretic kind, due to its long-time indifference to the left–right political spectrum. The party has been a
proponent of green politics and direct democracy, as well as progressivism, social democracy and left-wing
populism. During an online vote held in November 2024, party members decided to identify as "independent
progressives".

In the 2013 general election, the M5S obtained 25.6% of the vote, but rejected a proposed coalition
government with the centre-left Democratic Party (PD) and joined the opposition. In 2016 M5S' Chiara
Appendino and Virginia Raggi were elected mayors of Turin and Rome, respectively. The M5S supported
the successful "no" vote in the 2016 constitutional referendum. In the 2018 general election, the M5S, led by
Luigi Di Maio, became the largest party with 32.7% and successfully formed a government headed by M5S-
backed independent Giuseppe Conte together with the League. After the 2019 government collapsed, the
party formed a new government with the PD, with Conte remaining prime minister until the 2021
government crisis, which resulted in the formation of the Draghi government. Since 2019 the M5S has
occasionally sided with the centre-left coalition in regional and local elections, but not yet in general
elections. In the 2022 general election, the party suffered a substantial setback, was reduced to 15.4% and
joined the opposition to the Meloni government. In the 2024 Sardinian regional election, M5S' Alessandra
Todde was elected president of Sardinia, the party's first regional president, at the head of a centre-left
coalition.

From the establishment of the association named Five Star Movement until 2021, Grillo formally served as
president, his nephew Enrico Grillo as vice president and his accountant Enrico Maria Nadasi as secretary. In
2014 Grillo appointed a five-strong directory, composed of Di Maio, Alessandro Di Battista, Roberto Fico,



Carla Ruocco and Carlo Sibilia, which lasted only a few months as Grillo proclaimed himself the political
head of the M5S. Grillo was succeeded as political head by Di Maio, who won the 2017 leadership election
with 82% of the vote, and was appointed guarantor instead. In the run-up of the 2018 general election, Grillo
separated his own blog, which was used the party's online newspaper, with the brand-new Blog delle Stelle.
After the 2021 leadership election, a new party statute was approved and Conte became the new president,
while Grillo continued as guarantor. The M5S has undergone several splits since its formation, including
Alternative, Environment 2050 and Di Maio's Together for the Future, as well as several individual members,
notably including Di Battista. In late 2024 the party held a "constituent assembly", during which it was
chiefly decided to remove the role of guarantor, thus sidelining Grillo, who challenged the decision, but
eventually lost.

From 2014 to 2017, the M5S was a member of the EFFD group in the European Parliament, along with the
UK Independence Party and minor Eurosceptic parties. In January 2017, M5S members voted in favour of
Grillo's proposal to join the ALDE Group, but the party was eventually refused and continued to sit among
non-attached members, until joining The Left following the 2024 European Parliament election.
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Giuseppe Conte (Italian pronunciation: [d?u?z?ppe ?konte]; born 8 August 1964) is an Italian jurist,
academic, and politician who served as prime minister of Italy from June 2018 to February 2021. He has
been the president of the Five Star Movement (M5S) since August 2021.

Conte spent the greater part of his career as a private law professor and was also a member of the Italian
Bureau of Administrative Justice from 2013 to 2018. Following the 2018 Italian general election, he was
proposed as the independent leader of a coalition government between the M5S and the League, despite his
having never held any political position before. After both parties agreed on a programme of government, he
was sworn in as prime minister on 1 June by President Sergio Mattarella, appointing the M5S and League
leaders as his joint deputies. In August 2019, the League filed a motion of no confidence in the coalition
government and Conte offered to resign as prime minister; the M5S and the Democratic Party agreed to form
a new government, with Conte remaining at its head. This made Conte the first prime minister to lead two
separate Italian governments made up of right-wing and left-wing coalition partners.

Despite having begun his political career as a technocrat, appointed to implement the government programme
of M5S and the League, during the final months of his first cabinet and throughout his second one Conte
became an increasingly influential and popular figure in Italian politics. During his premiership, he
introduced important reforms including the introduction of a guaranteed minimum income, a constitutional
reform to reduce the number of parliamentarians, nationalizations of ASPI (Italy's highway company),
Alitalia (the Italian flag carrier), and Ilva (Italy's largest steel company), as well as a stricter policy towards
illegal immigration. In 2020, Italy became one of the countries worst affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.
His government was the first in the Western world to implement a national lockdown to stop the spread of
the disease. Despite being widely approved by public opinion, the lockdown was also described as the largest
suppression of constitutional rights in the history of the Italian Republic, although the Constitution itself
authorizes such measures in case of public health concerns. Conte's extensive use of prime ministerial
decrees to impose restrictions aimed at containing the pandemic gave rise to criticism from journalists,
political analysts, and opposition politicians, even if it was widely appreciated by public opinion, as shown
by several opinion polls. The economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic was especially severe in Italy. In
July 2020, to assist with the COVID-19 recession, Conte and other European leaders approved the Next
Generation EU package, by which Italy will receive 209 billion euros in grants and loans from the European
Recovery Fund.
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When Matteo Renzi's Italia Viva withdrew its support for Conte's government, it started the 2021 Italian
government crisis in January. Although Conte was able to win confidence votes in Parliament in the
subsequent days, he chose to resign after failing to reach an absolute majority in the Senate. When
negotiations to form Conte's third cabinet failed, the former president of the European Central Bank, Mario
Draghi was asked to form a national unity government.

Conte was the fifth prime minister appointed without prior political experience, after Carlo Azeglio Ciampi,
Silvio Berlusconi, Lamberto Dini, and Mario Monti, as well as the first from Southern Italy since Ciriaco De
Mita in 1989. Conte was also the longest-serving independent prime minister in the history of Italy, even
though he was widely seen as close to the M5S. Because of his leadership style, Conte has often been
considered one of the leading examples of techno-populism, while his first cabinet was described by many
publications, such as The New York Times and la Repubblica, as the "first modern populist government in
Western Europe". Conte has often been called "the people's lawyer" (l'avvocato del popolo), as he described
himself during his first speech as prime minister.
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The 2017 Five Star Movement leadership election was an Italian online primary election held on 21
September 2017 that determined the M5S candidate to the premiership for the 2018 Italian general election.

After the election, 31-year-old Luigi Di Maio was elected candidate to the premiership and political head of
the movement.

List of leaders of the Five Star Movement

Gianroberto Casaleggio. &quot;Di Maio eletto candidato premier e nuovo capo politico. Ma alle primarie
votano solo in 37 mila&quot; [Di Maio prime minister candidate

The leader of the Five Star Movement is the de facto and/or de jure leader and guide of the M5S, a political
party in Italy, founded in October 2009 by Beppe Grillo and Gianroberto Casaleggio.
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Sergio Mattarella (Italian: [?s?rd?o matta?r?lla]; born 23 July 1941) is an Italian politician who has served as
President of Italy since 2015. He is the longest-serving president in the history of the Italian Republic. Since
Giorgio Napolitano's death in 2023, Mattarella has also been the only living Italian president.

A Catholic leftist politician, Mattarella was a leading member of the Christian Democracy (DC) party from
the early 1980s until its dissolution. He served as Minister for Parliamentary Relations from 1987 to 1989,
and Minister of Education from 1989 to 1990. In 1994, Mattarella was among the founders of the Italian
People's Party (PPI), serving as Deputy Prime Minister of Italy from 1998 to 1999, and Minister of Defence
from 1999 to 2001. He joined The Daisy in 2002 and was one of the founders of the Democratic Party (PD)
in 2007, leaving it when he retired from politics in 2008. He also served as a judge of the Constitutional
Court of Italy from 2011 to 2015.

On 31 January 2015, Mattarella was elected to the presidency on the fourth ballot, supported by the centre-
left coalition majority led by the PD and centrist parties. Despite having initially ruled out a second term, he
was re-elected on 29 January 2022, becoming the second Italian president to be re-elected, the first being
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Napolitano. As of 2025, five prime ministers have served under his presidency: Matteo Renzi, at that time the
PD leader and the main sponsor of Mattarella's presidential candidacy; Paolo Gentiloni, a leading member of
the PD who succeeded Renzi after his resignation in 2016; Giuseppe Conte, at that time an independent
politician who governed both with right-wing and left-wing coalitions in two consecutive cabinets; Mario
Draghi, a banker and former president of the European Central Bank who was appointed by Mattarella to
lead a national unity government following Conte's resignation; and Giorgia Meloni, Italy's first ever female
prime minister and leader of the right-wing coalition that won the general election in September 2022.

During his tenure Italy faced the aftermath of the Great Recession as well as the severe European migrant
crisis, both of which deeply marked Italian political, economic and social life, bringing about the rise of
populist parties. Moreover, in 2020, Italy became one of the countries worst affected by the COVID-19
pandemic, being the first country in the Western world to implement a national lockdown to stop the spread
of the disease. During his second term, he faced growing geopolitical tensions in Europe between NATO and
Russia, consistently reaffirming his staunch pro-Europeanist and Atlanticist positions. Like his predecessor
Napolitano, Mattarella has been accused of wielding the largely ceremonial role of head of state in an
executive manner; his successful opposition to the appointment of Paolo Savona as Minister of Economy and
Finance led to a constitutional crisis and threats of impeachment, and he has twice intervened in government
formations by appointing his own candidates for prime minister (Gentiloni in 2016 and Draghi in 2021) in
lieu of calling new elections. However, he has also been praised for his political mediation skills and
abilities, as well as his impartiality. Despite controversies, his presidency - and personal popularity - has
garnered high approval ratings.

2022 Italian general election

Senate, while the anti-establishment Five Star Movement (M5S) led by Luigi Di Maio became the party with
the largest number of votes. The centre-left coalition

Early general elections were held in Italy on 25 September 2022. After the fall of the Draghi government,
which led to a parliamentary impasse, President Sergio Mattarella dissolved Parliament on 21 July, and
called for new elections. Regional elections in Sicily were held on the same day. The results of the general
election showed the centre-right coalition led by Giorgia Meloni's Brothers of Italy, a national-conservative
party, winning an absolute majority of seats in the Italian Parliament. Meloni was appointed Prime Minister
of Italy on 22 October, becoming the first woman to hold the office.

In a record-low voter turnout, Meloni's party became the largest in Parliament with 26% of the vote; as per
the pre-election agreement among the centre-right coalition parties, she became the prime ministerial
candidate supported by the winning coalition. The League and Forza Italia suffered losses, polling 8% each,
and Us Moderates polled below 1%. The centre-left coalition slightly improved its 2018 results in terms of
vote share and seats in percentage with the Democratic Party polling 19% and the Greens and Left Alliance
passing the 3% threshold; More Europe and Civic Commitment failed to reach the election threshold. The
Five Star Movement defied single-digit polls before the campaign and reached 15%. The Action – Italia Viva
alliance polled 7%. Among the others to be represented in Parliament were two regionalist parties: South
calls North and the South Tyrolean People's Party. Due to the Rosatellum and its mixed electoral system
using parallel voting, the centre-right coalition was able to win an absolute majority of seats, despite
receiving 44% of the votes, by winning 83% of the single-member districts under the first-past-the-post of
the system.

As a result of the 2020 Italian constitutional referendum, the size of Parliament was reduced to 400 members
of the Chamber of Deputies and 200 members of the Senate of the Republic to be elected, down from 630
and 315, respectively. In addition, the minimum voting age for the Senate was the same as for the Chamber
(18 years old and no longer 25), which marked the first time the two houses had identical electorates.
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Observers commented that the results shifted the geopolitics of the European Union, following right wing
populist and far-right gains in France, Spain, and Sweden. It was also noted that the election outcome would
mark Italy's first far-right-led government and the country's most right-wing government since 1945. The
newly elected legislature was seated on 13 October, and proceeded to elect Ignazio La Russa, a known
admirer of Benito Mussolini, and Lorenzo Fontana, a strong opponent of LGBT rights, as President of the
Senate and of the Chamber of Deputies, respectively. The Meloni Cabinet was sworn in on 22 October, and
received parliamentary approval through two votes of confidence (one in each House of Parliament) a few
days thereafter.
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Carlo Cottarelli (Italian pronunciation: [?karlo kotta?r?lli]; born 18 August 1954) is an Italian economist and
former director of the International Monetary Fund.

On 28 May 2018 he was designated Prime Minister of Italy by President Sergio Mattarella, to lead a
caretaker government that would bring Italy toward new elections. However, after few days, the Five Star
Movement and the League reached an agreement and a new government, led by Giuseppe Conte, was
formed.

2018 Italian general election
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The 2018 Italian general election was held on 4 March 2018 after the Italian Parliament was dissolved by
President Sergio Mattarella on 28 December 2017. Voters were electing the 630 members of the Chamber of
Deputies and the 315 elective members of the Senate of the Republic for the 18th legislature of the Italian
Republic since 1948. The election took place concurrently with the Lombard and Lazio regional elections.
No party or coalition gained an absolute majority in the parliament, even though the centre-right coalition
won a plurality of seats as a coalition, and the Five Star Movement (M5S) won a plurality of seats as an
individual party.

The centre-right coalition, whose main party was the right-wing League led by Matteo Salvini, emerged with
a plurality of seats in the Chamber of Deputies and in the Senate, while the anti-establishment M5S led by
Luigi Di Maio became the party with the largest number of votes. The centre-left coalition, led by former
Prime Minister Matteo Renzi of the governing Democratic Party (PD), came third; however, no political
group or party won an outright majority, resulting in a hung parliament.

The 2018 Italian government formation lasted three months and the first Conte government was formed on 1
June between the M5S and the League, whose leaders both became deputy prime ministers in a populist
coalition government led by the M5S-linked independent Giuseppe Conte as Prime Minister of Italy. The
2019 Italian government crisis started when the League withdrew its support of the government and the
coalition ended with Conte's resignation on 20 August. A new M5S-led coalition was formed with the centre-
left PD and the Free and Equal left-wing parliamentary group, with Conte at its head, on 5 September 2019.
Amid the 2021 Italian government crisis, the second Conte government was replaced by a national unity
government headed by Mario Draghi.

Iolanda Di Stasio

Movement in the 2018 Italian general election. In 2022, following Luigi Di Maio&#039;s split, she joined
Together for the Future. Born in Naples, she grew up

Di Maio Chi



Iolanda Di Stasio (born 24 February 1992) is an Italian politician. She was a member of the Chamber of
Deputies, elected with the Five Star Movement in the 2018 Italian general election. In 2022, following Luigi
Di Maio's split, she joined Together for the Future.
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