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The Renaissance (UK: rin-AY-s?ss, US: REN-?-sahnss) isa period of history and a European cultural
movement covering the 15th and 16th centuries. It marked the transition from the Middle Ages to modernity
and was characterized by an effort to revive and surpass the ideas and achievements of classical antiquity.
Associated with great social change in most fields and disciplines, including art, architecture, politics,
literature, exploration and science, the Renaissance was first centered in the Republic of Florence, then
spread to therest of Italy and later throughout Europe. The term rinascita ("rebirth™) first appeared in Lives
of the Artists (c. 1550) by Giorgio Vasari, while the corresponding French word renai ssance was adopted into
English as the term for this period during the 1830s.

The Renaissance's intellectual basis was founded in its version of humanism, derived from the concept of
Roman humanitas and the rediscovery of classical Greek philosophy, such as that of Protagoras, who said
that "man is the measure of all things'. Although the invention of metal movable type sped the dissemination
of ideas from the later 15th century, the changes of the Renaissance were not uniform across Europe: the first
traces appear in Italy as early as the late 13th century, in particular with the writings of Dante and the
paintings of Giotto.

As acultural movement, the Renai ssance encompassed innovative flowering of literary Latin and an
explosion of vernacular literatures, beginning with the 14th-century resurgence of learning based on classical
sources, which contemporaries credited to Petrarch; the development of linear perspective and other
techniques of rendering a more natural reality in painting; and gradual but widespread educational reform. It
saw myriad artistic devel opments and contributions from such polymaths as L eonardo da Vinci and
Michelangel o, who inspired the term "Renaissance man"”. In politics, the Renai ssance contributed to the
development of the customs and conventions of diplomacy, and in science to an increased reliance on
observation and inductive reasoning. The period also saw revolutions in other intellectual and social
scientific pursuits, as well as the introduction of modern banking and the field of accounting.
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The Harlem Renaissance was an intellectual and cultural movement of African-American music, dance, art,
fashion, literature, theater, politics, and scholarship centered in Harlem, Manhattan, New Y ork City, spanning
the 1920s and 1930s. At the time, it was known as the "New Negro Movement”, named after The New
Negro, a 1925 anthology edited by Alain Locke. The movement also included the new African-American
cultural expressions across the urban areas in the Northeastern United States and the Midwestern United
States affected by a renewed militancy in the general struggle for civil rights, combined with the Great
Migration of African-American workers fleeing the racist conditions of the Jim Crow Deep South, as Harlem
was the final destination of the largest number of those who migrated north.

Though geographically tied to Harlem, few of the associated visual artistslived in the areaitself, while those
who did (such as Aaron Douglas) had migrated el sewhere by the end of World War 11. Many francophone
black writers from African and Caribbean colonies who lived in Paris, France, were also influenced by the
movement. Harlem had also seen significant Black immigration from British, French and other coloniesin



the Caribbean. The zenith of this"flowering of Negro literature”, as James Weldon Johnson described the
Harlem Renaissance, took place between approximately 1924—when Opportunity: A Journal of Negro Life
hosted a party for black writers where many white publishers were in attendance—and 1929, the year of the
stock-market crash and the beginning of the Great Depression. The Harlem Renaissance is considered to have
been a creative crucible for African-American art-making and its institutionalisation within white-dominated
museums and cultural institutions.
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Renaissance Technologies LLC (also known as RenTec or RenTech) is an American hedge fund based in
East Setauket, New Y ork, on Long Island, that specializes in systematic trading using quantitative models
derived from mathematical and statistical analysis. Renaissance was founded in 1982 by James Simons, a
mathematician who worked as a code breaker during the Cold War.

In 1988, the firm established the Medallion Fund, aform of Leonard Baum's mathematical models expanded
by algebraist James Ax, to explore correlations from which it could profit. The hedge fund was named
Medallion in honor of the math awards Simons and Ax had won.

Simons ran Renaissance until hisretirement in late 2009. He continued to play arole at the firm as non-
executive chairman until 2021. He remained invested in its funds, particularly the Medallion fund, until his
death in 2024. The company is now run by Peter Brown (after Robert Mercer resigned). Both were computer
scientists specializing in computational linguistics who joined Renaissance in 1993 from IBM Research. The
fund has $165 billion in discretionary assets under management (including leverage) as of April 2021.
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A Renaissance Festival (medieval fair or ren faire) is an outdoor gathering that aimsto entertain its guests by
recreating a historical setting, most often the English Renaissance.

Renai ssance festivals generally include costumed entertainers or fair-goers, musical and theatrical acts, art
and handicrafts for sale, and festival food. These fairs are open to the public and typically commercial. Some
are permanent theme parks, while others are short-term eventsin afairground, winery, or other large spaces.
Some Renaissance fairs offer campgrounds for those who wish to stay more than one day.

Many Renaissance fairs are set during the reign of Queen Elizabeth | of England. Some are set earlier, during
thereign of Henry VIII, or in other countries, such as France. Others are set outside the era of the

Renai ssance; these may include earlier medieval periods such asthe Viking Age or later periods such as the
Golden Age of Piracy. Some engage in deliberate 'time travel’ by encouraging participants to wear costumes
representing several erasin abroad time period. Renaissance fairs encourage visitors to engage with
costumes and audience participation, often renting outfits to fairgoers. Many welcome fantasy elements like
wizards and elves.
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Renaissance architecture is the European architecture of the period between the early 15th and early 16th
centuries in different regions, demonstrating a conscious revival and development of certain elements of
ancient Greek and Roman thought and material culture. Stylistically, Renaissance architecture followed
Gothic architecture and was succeeded by Baroque architecture and neoclassical architecture.

Developed first in Florence, with Filippo Brunelleschi as one of itsinnovators, the Renaissance style quickly
spread to other Italian cities. The style was carried to other parts of Europe at different dates and with varying
degrees of impact. It began in Florence in the early 15th century and reflected arevival of classical Greek and
Roman principles such as symmetry, proportion, and geometry. This movement was supported by wealthy
patrons, including the Medici family and the Catholic Church, who commissioned works to display both
religious devotion and political power. Architects such as Filippo Brunelleschi, Leon Battista Alberti, and
later Andrea Palladio revolutionized urban landscapes with domes, columns, and harmonious facades. While
Renai ssance architecture flourished most in Italy, its influence spread across Europe reaching France, Spain,
and the Low Countries adapting to local traditions. Public buildings, churches, and palaces became symbols
of civic pride and imperial strength, linking humanism with empire-building.

Renai ssance style places emphasis on symmetry, proportion, geometry and the regularity of parts, as
demonstrated in the architecture of classical antiquity and in particular ancient Roman architecture, of which
many examples remained. Orderly arrangements of columns, pilasters and lintels, as well as the use of
semicircular arches, hemispherical domes, niches and aedicul ae replaced the more complex proportional
systems and irregular profiles of medieval buildings.
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The Renaissance (French for 'rebirth’) was a period in European history in the 15th and 16th centuries,
characterized by an effort to revive and surpass ideas and achievements of classical antiquity.

Renaissance may also refer to:
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The Renaissance Center, commonly known as the RenCen, is a complex of seven connected skyscrapersin
downtown Detroit, Michigan, United States. Located on the Detroit International Riverfront, the RenCenis
owned and used by General Motors as its world headquarters. The complex includes a 73-story Marriott hotel
at its center, surrounded by four 39-story office towers, connected by alarge square podium containing
public spaces, a conference center, retail stores, restaurants, and a company showroom.

Developed as an urban renewal project in the 1970s, the Renaissance Center was envisioned as a "city-
within-a-city," and was meant to anchor a wider redevelopment of the then-declining city of Detroit. The
project was developed and funded by a consortium led by the Ford Motor Company, and John Portman
served asits principal architect. The five original towers were built in the Modern architectural style and
completed in 1977, with two matching towers added later in 1981.

Genera Motors purchased the Renaissance Center in 1996, and moved its global headquartersto the
complex. An extensive renovation, completed in 2004, altered its Brutalist interior, improved access to the
center from downtown, and added a glassretail atrium and public plaza on the riverfront.



A distinctive feature of Detroit's skyline, the RenCen iswidely considered alandmark and cultural icon of
the city. With 5,552,000 square feet (515,800 m2) of usable space, it is one of the world's largest commercial
complexes, and the central tower has been the tallest building in Michigan since its completion in 1977. At
its completion, the Renaissance Center was the largest private development in the history of the United
States, and the central tower was the world's tallest hotel.

In recent years, the massive center has struggled with declining occupancy, particularly stemming from
increased remote work amid the COVID-19 pandemic. General Motors has announced plans to move its
headquarters away from the Renaissance Center in 2025, leaving the future of the complex uncertain.
Redevelopment of the RenCen is under consideration, and could include full or partial demolition.

Renaissance art

Renaissance art (1350 — 1620) is the painting, scul pture, and decorative arts of the period of European
history known as the Renaissance, which emerged

Renaissance art (1350 — 1620) is the painting, sculpture, and decorative arts of the period of European history
known as the Renaissance, which emerged as a distinct stylein Italy in about AD 1400, in parallel with
developments which occurred in philosophy, literature, music, science, and technology. Renaissance art took
asitsfoundation the art of Classical antiquity, perceived as the noblest of ancient traditions, but transformed
that tradition by absorbing recent developments in the art of Northern Europe and by applying contemporary
scientific knowledge. Along with Renaissance humanist philosophy, it spread throughout Europe, affecting
both artists and their patrons with the devel opment of new techniques and new artistic sensibilities. For art
historians, Renaissance art marks the transition of Europe from the medieval period to the Early Modern age.

The body of art, including painting, sculpture, architecture, music and literature identified as " Renaissance
art" was primarily produced during the 14th, 15th, and 16th centuries in Europe under the combined
influences of an increased awareness of nature, arevival of classical learning, and a more individualistic view
of man. Scholars no longer believe that the Renai ssance marked an abrupt break with medieval values, asis
suggested by the French word renaissance, literally meaning "rebirth”. In many parts of Europe, Early
Renaissance art was created in parallel with Late Medieval art.
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The Renaissance World Tour was the ninth concert tour by American singer-songwriter Beyoncé. Her
highest-grossing tour to date, it was staged in support of her seventh studio album, Renaissance (2022). The
tour comprised fifty-six shows, beginning on May 10, 2023, in Stockholm, Sweden, and concluding on
October 1, 2023, in Kansas City, Missouri. It was Beyoncé sfirst tour since the On the Run Il Tour in 2018
and was her fourth all-stadium tour overall.

The concerts lasted between two and a half and three hours and were split into six or seven acts, with
Beyoncé performing the tracks from Renaissance in order, interspersed with songs from across her
discography. The stage consisted of a giant screen with alarge “portal” in its center, and featured scul ptures,
robotic arms and ultraviolet technol ogy.

According to official figures provided by Billboard Boxscore, the tour broke ticket sales records worldwide
in 2023, becoming both the seventh-highest-grossing concert tour and the highest-grossing tour by afemale
artist of all time that year, the highest grossing single-year concert tour, as well the highest-grossing tour of
all time by ablack artist. It also achieved the three highest monthly tour grosses in history and ranked at
number one on the Top Tours Y ear End 2023 list. The shows received critical acclaim, with particular praise
for the production value and Beyonce' s vocal performances. The tour boosted both local and national



economies and was a sociocultural phenomenon. Renaissance: A Film by Beyoncé, which chronicles the
creation and execution of the tour, was released in cinemas on December 1, 2023.

Renai ssance (Renaissance album)

Renaissance is the debut album by the English progressive rock band Renaissance, released in November
1969. The single version of & quot;Island& quot; (a different

Renaissance is the debut album by the English progressive rock band Renaissance, released in November
1969.
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