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Wicca (English: ), also known as "The Craft", is a modern pagan, syncretic, Earth-centred religion.
Considered a new religious movement by scholars of religion, the path evolved from Western esotericism,
developed in England during the first half of the 20th century, and was introduced to the public in 1954 by
Gerald Gardner, a retired British civil servant. Wicca draws upon ancient pagan and 20th-century Hermetic
motifs for theological and ritual purposes. Doreen Valiente joined Gardner in the 1950s, further building
Wicca's liturgical tradition of beliefs, principles, and practices, disseminated through published books as well
as secret written and oral teachings passed along to initiates.

Many variations of the religion have grown and evolved over time, associated with a number of diverse
lineages, sects, and denominations, referred to as traditions, each with its own organisational structure and
level of centralisation. Given its broadly decentralised nature, disagreements arise over the boundaries that
define Wicca. Some traditions, collectively referred to as British Traditional Wicca (BTW), strictly follow
the initiatory lineage of Gardner and consider Wicca specific to similar traditions, excluding newer, eclectic
traditions. Other traditions, as well as scholars of religion, apply Wicca as a broad term for a religion with
denominations that differ on some key points but share core beliefs and practices.

Wicca is typically duotheistic, venerating both a goddess and a god, traditionally conceived as the Triple
Goddess and the Horned God, respectively. These deities may be regarded in a henotheistic way, as having
many different divine aspects which can be identified with various pagan deities from different historical
pantheons. For this reason, they are sometimes referred to as the "Great Goddess" and the "Great Horned
God", with the honorific "great" connoting a personification containing many other deities within their own
nature. Some Wiccans refer to the goddess as "Lady" and the god as "Lord" to invoke their divinity. These
two deities are sometimes viewed as facets of a universal pantheistic divinity, regarded as an impersonal
force rather than a personal deity. Other traditions of Wicca embrace polytheism, pantheism, monism, and
Goddess monotheism.

Wiccan celebrations encompass both the cycles of the Moon, known as Esbats and commonly associated
with the Triple Goddess, alongside the cycles of the Sun, seasonally based festivals known as Sabbats and
commonly associated with the Horned God. The Wiccan Rede is a popular expression of Wiccan morality,
often with respect to the ritual practice of magic.
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Dianic Wicca, also known as Dianic Witchcraft, is a modern pagan goddess tradition focused on female
experience and empowerment. Leadership is by women, who may be ordained as priestesses, or in less
formal groups that function as collectives. While some adherents identify as Wiccan, it differs from most
traditions of Wicca in that only goddesses are honored (whereas most Wiccan traditions honor both female
and male deities).

While there is more than one tradition known as Dianic, the most widely known is the female-only variety,
with the most prominent tradition thereof founded by Zsuzsanna Budapest in the United States in the 1970s.



It is notable for its worship of a single, monotheistic Great Goddess (with all other goddesses—of all cultures
worldwide—seen as "aspects" of this goddess) and a focus on egalitarian matriarchy. While the tradition is
named after the Roman goddess Diana, Dianics worship goddesses from many cultures, within the Dianic
Wiccan ritual framework. Diana (considered correlate to the Greek Artemis) "is seen as representing a central
mythic theme of woman-identified cosmology. She is the protector of women and of the wild, untamed spirit
of nature."

The Dianic Wiccan belief and ritual structure is an eclectic combination of elements from British Traditional
Wicca, Italian folk-magic as recorded by Charles Leland in Aradia, New Age beliefs, and folk magic and
healing practices from a variety of different cultures.

Wicca Phase Springs Eternal

Adam McIlwee (born March 11, 1989), often known by the stage name Wicca Phase Springs Eternal
(WPSE), is an American musician from Scranton, Pennsylvania

Adam McIlwee (born March 11, 1989), often known by the stage name Wicca Phase Springs Eternal
(WPSE), is an American musician from Scranton, Pennsylvania. Beginning his career as a member of the
rock band Tigers Jaw, he soon began pursuing a solo career with a sound based in hip hop, emo and witch
house. He has worked as a member of collectives such as GothBoiClique, Thraxxhouse and Misery Club.

He also played in the indie rock band Pay for Pain.
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Wicca is a nature-based religion.

Wicca(n) may also refer to:

Wicca (etymology)

Wicca (book series) or Sweep, a book series by Cate Tiernan

Wiccan (character), a Marvel comic book superhero
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Alexandrian Wicca or Alexandrian Witchcraft is a tradition of the Neopagan religion of Wicca, founded by
Alex Sanders (also known as "King of the Witches") who, with his wife Maxine Sanders, established the
tradition in the United Kingdom in the 1960s. Alexandrian Wicca is similar in many ways to Gardnerian
Wicca, and receives regular mention in books on Wicca as one of the religion's most widely recognised
traditions.
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Celtic Wicca is a modern form of Wicca that incorporates some elements of Celtic mythology. It employs the
same basic theology, rituals and beliefs as most other forms of Wicca. Celtic Wiccans use the names of Celtic
deities, mythological figures, and seasonal festivals within a Wiccan ritual structure and belief system, rather
than a traditional or historically Celtic one.
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Gardnerian Wicca, or Gardnerian witchcraft, is a

tradition in the neopagan religion of Wicca, whose members can trace initiatory descent from Gerald
Gardner. The tradition is itself named after Gardner (1884–1964), a British civil servant and amateur scholar
of magic. The term "Gardnerian" was probably coined by the founder of Cochranian Witchcraft, Robert
Cochrane in the 1950s or 1960s, who himself left that tradition to found his own.

Gardner claimed to have learned the beliefs and practices that would later become known as Gardnerian
Wicca from the New Forest coven, who allegedly initiated him into their ranks in 1939. For this reason,
Gardnerian Wicca is usually considered to be the earliest created tradition of Wicca, from which most
subsequent Wiccan traditions are derived.

From the supposed New Forest coven, Gardner formed his own Bricket Wood coven, and in turn initiated
many Witches, including a series of High Priestesses, founding further covens and continuing the initiation of
more Wiccans into the tradition. In the UK, Europe, and most Commonwealth countries, someone self-
defined as Wiccan is usually understood to be claiming initiatory descent from Gardner, either through
Gardnerian Wicca, or through a derived branch such as Alexandrian Wicca. Elsewhere, these original
lineaged traditions are termed "British Traditional Wicca".
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Faery Wicca is a modern tradition of Wicca.

Faery Wicca is not related to the late Victor Anderson's Feri Tradition, which is sometimes also spelled Faery
or Fairy, nor is it directly related to the neo-Pagan gay liberation group, the Radical Faeries.
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Stregheria (Italian pronunciation: [stre?e?ri?a]) is a neo-pagan tradition similar to Wicca, with Italian and
Italian American origins. While most practitioners consider Stregheria to be a distinct tradition from Wicca,
some academics consider it to be a form of Wicca or an offshoot. Both have similar beliefs and practices. For
example, Stregheria honors a pantheon centered on a Moon Goddess and a Horned God, similar to Wiccan
views of divinity.

Author Raven Grimassi has written on the topic. Grimassi taught what he called the Aradian tradition from
1980. He discusses elements of 'Italian witchcraft' adopted by Gardnerian Wicca with ideas inspired by
Charles G. Leland's Aradia, or the Gospel of the Witches (1899). The name "Aradia" (a version of Herodias)
is due to Leland, who claimed she was venerated by a "witch-cult" in medieval Tuscany.
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List of modern pagan movements

Alexandrian Wicca (1967) Central Valley Wicca (1969) Chthonioi Alexandrian Wicca (1974) Blue Star
Wicca (1975) Eclectic Wicca and Inclusive Wicca Celtic Wicca Covenant

Modern paganism, also known as "contemporary" or "neopagan", encompasses a wide range of religious
groups and individuals. These may include old occult groups, those that follow a New Age approach, those
that try to reconstruct old ethnic religions, and followers of the pagan religion or Wicca.
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