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American Express Company or Amex is an American bank holding company and multinational financial
services corporation that specializes in payment cards

American Express Company or Amex is an American bank holding company and multinationa financial
services corporation that specializes in payment cards. It is headquartered at 200 Vesey Street, also known as
American Express Tower, in the Battery Park City neighborhood of Lower Manhattan.

Amex isthe fourth-largest card network globally based on purchase volume, behind China UnionPay, Visa,
and Mastercard. 141.2 million Amex cards were in force worldwide as of December 31, 2023, with an
average annual spend per card member of US$24,059. That year, Amex handled over $1.7 trillion in
purchase volume on its network. Amex is the 16th largest US bank, with atotal of US$270 billion in assets
or 1.1% of all assetsinsured by the FDIC. It is ranked 77th on the Fortune 500 and 28th on the list of the
most valuable brands by Forbes. In 2023, it was ranked 63rd in the Forbes Global 2000. American Express
National Bank isadirect bank owned by Amex.

Founded in 1850 as a freight forwarding company, Amex introduced financial and travel services during the
early 1900s. It developed its first paper charge card in 1958, gold card in 1966, green card in 1969, platinum
card in 1984, and Centurion Card in 1999. The "Don't Leave Home Without It" advertising campaign was
introduced in 1975 and renewed in 2005. In the 1980s, Amex acquired and then divested a stake in Shearson.
In the 1990s, it stopped reducing interchange fees for merchants who exclusively accepted Amex cards and
expanded market share through targeted marketing campaigns. Amex converted to a bank holding company
during the 2008 financial crisis. Amex began operating airport loungesin 2013, offering access to certain
cardholders.

Amex had a 9% worldwide market share by transaction volume in 2023. While American Express credit
cards are accepted at 99% of U.S. merchants that accept credit cards (Costco being a notable exception), they
are much less accepted in Europe and Asia American Express offers various types of cards including travel
and dining cards, everyday spending points cards, and cash back cards. Each category has severa card
options with different benefits and reward structures. High-profile cards like the Green, Gold, and Platinum
cards cater to frequent travelers and diners with perks tailored to these activities.
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The American Express Centurion Card, colloquialy known as the Black Card, is an exclusive invitation-only
charge card issued by American Express. It isreserved for the company's wealthiest clients who meet certain
net worth, credit quality, and spending requirements on its gateway card, the Platinum Card. The firm does
not disclose the exact requirements to receive an invitation to carry the card. The Centurion Card is minted
out of anodized titanium, laser-engraved, and accented with stainless steel. The card reportsto credit bureaus
and does not maintain a pre-set credit limit. It is considered a status symbol among the affluent, but otherwise
has an uncompetitive rewards system when compared to other credit cards.
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& quot; Sanjay Malhotra Takes Charge As RBI Governor & quot;. Global Finance Magazine. Retrieved 26
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The governor of the Reserve Bank of Indiais the chief executive officer of Indias central bank and the ex-
officio chair of its Central Board of Directors. The Governor of RBI by convention to be considered as
equivalent to Minister of State(M0S). Indian Rupee currency notes, issued by the Reserve Bank of India, bear
the governor's signature. Since its establishment in 1935 by the government of the Republic of India, the RBI
has been headed by twenty-six governors. The governor of the Reserve Bank of Indiais amember of the
Strategic Policy Group headed by National Security Advisor Ajit Doval. It isacrucia wing of the National
Security Council.

The inaugural officeholder was the British banker Sir Osborne Smith, while Sir C. D. Deshmukh was the first
native Indian governor. Holding office for over seven years, Sir Benegal Rama Rau was the longest-serving
governor, while Amitav Ghosh's 20-day term is the shortest. The bank's fifteenth governor, Manmohan
Singh, later became India's thirteenth prime minister. Sanjay Malhotrais the twenty-sixth governor of the
Reserve Bank of Indiafrom 11 December 2024.
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A charge controller, charge regulator or battery regulator limits the rate at which electric current is added to
or drawn from electric batteries to protect against electrical overload, overcharging, and may protect against
overvoltage. This prevents conditions that reduce battery performance or lifespan and may pose a safety risk.
It may also prevent completely draining ("deep discharging") a battery, or perform controlled discharges,
depending on the battery technology, to protect battery life.

The terms "charge controller" or "charge regulator" may refer to either a stand-alone device, or to control
circuitry integrated within a battery pack, battery-powered device, and/or battery charger.
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Quick Charge (QC) isaproprietary battery charging protocol developed by Qualcomm, used for managing
power delivered over USB, mainly by communicating to the power supply and negotiating a voltage.

Quick Charge is supported by devices such as mobile phones which run on Qualcomm system-on-chip
(SoCs), and by some chargers; both device and charger must support QC, otherwise QC charging is not
attained. It charges batteries in devices faster than standard USB allows by increasing the output voltage
supplied by the USB charger, while adopting techniques to prevent the battery damage caused by
uncontrolled fast charging and regulating the incoming voltage internally. Many chargers supporting Quick
Charge 2.0 and later are wall adaptors, but it isimplemented on some in-car chargers, and some power banks
use it to both receive and deliver charge.

Quick Chargeis aso used by other manufacturers' proprietary rapid-charging systems.
Charge card

purchasing cards. Many retailers and banks issue charge cards to customers. Some American Express and
Diners Club cards are charge cards, rather than credit or
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A charge card isatype of credit card that enables the cardholder to make purchases which are paid for by the
card issuer, to whom the cardholder becomes indebted. The cardholder is obliged to repay the debt to the card
issuer in full by the due date, usually on a monthly basis, or be subject to late fees and restrictions on further
card use. Charge cards are distinct from traditional credit cards, which are revolving credit instruments that
do not need to be paid in full every month and a balance may be carried over, on which interest is paid.
Charge cards are typically issued without spending limits, whereas credit cards usually have a specified credit
limit that the cardholder may not exceed. Most charge cards are held by businesses, corporations or
executives thereof, and are issued to customers with a good or excellent credit score.
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A credit card (or charge card) is a payment card, usually issued by a bank, allowing its usersto purchase
goods or services, or withdraw cash, on credit

A credit card (or charge card) is apayment card, usually issued by abank, alowing its usersto purchase
goods or services, or withdraw cash, on credit. Using the card thus accrues debt that has to be repaid later.
Credit cards are one of the most widely used forms of payment across the world.

A regular credit card differs from a charge card, which requires the balance to be repaid in full each month,
or at the end of each statement cycle. In contrast, credit cards alow consumers to build a continuing balance
of debt, subject to interest being charged at a specific rate. A credit card also differs from acharge card in
that a credit card typically involves athird-party entity that pays the seller, and is reimbursed by the buyer,
whereas a charge card smply defers payment by the buyer until alater date. A credit card also differsfrom a
debit card, which can be used like currency by the owner of the card.

As of June 2018, there were 7.753 billion credit cards in the world. In 2020, there were 1.09 billion credit
cardsin circulation in the United States, and 72.5% of adults (187.3 million) in the country had at |east one
credit card.
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A traveller's cheque is a medium of exchange that can be used in place of the currency of a country. Each
cheque is denominated in a preprinted fixed, round, amount of one of a number of major world currencies; it
has two panels for a signature. The purchaser signs one panel of each cheque on receiving it; to useit, itis
signed on the second panel and dated in the presence of the payee, who acceptsit if the signatures match. It
can then be deposited into a bank account in the same way as a normal cheque; payment was guaranteed if
the signatures matched, even if a cheque had been used fraudulently, for example stolen, encouraging
merchants to accept them routinely. While it was possible for the issuer to go out of business, invalidating
cheques, most issuers were large, stable, businesses.

Traveller's cheques were widely used from the 1850s to the 1990s by people travelling in foreign countries
instead of cash, mainly before the introduction of payment cards and later electronic methods of payment.
They were much safer for the traveller as their value would be reimbursed if stolen, unlike cash. A book of
cheques of different amounts would be carried, to be cashed or spent as required. They could be exchanged
for local currency at a bank, and many merchants accepted them as payment.

Thefinancia institutions issuing traveller's cheques earn income in a number of ways. They charge afee on
sale of such cheques, and earn interest on purchased but as yet uncashed cheques, effectively an interest-free
loan. Traveller's chequesin other currencies than the purchaser's applied a profitably unfavourable foreign
exchange rate. The cheque issuer's exchange rate risk can be hedged with currency future contracts.
Traveller's cheques were used before payment cards were introduced, and were more profitable to the issuer.



Their use has been in decline since technology introduced more convenient methods of payment, starting
with payment cards (credit, debit, and pre-paid currency cards), money transfer services, automated teller
machines that accept foreign cards, and ultimately electronic payment methods. Also, as interest rates sharply
declined in many developed countries in the late 20th and early 21st centuries, traveller's cheques became
less profitable and were scaled back or discontinued. The rise of more convenient methods of payment led to
traveller's cheques no longer being widely accepted in payment or cashed. Cheques issued have unlimited
validity, and can always be cashed by their issuer so long asit is still in business, even if issuing has ceased.
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Yes Bank (stylised as YES BANK) isan Indian private sector bank, headquartered in Mumbai, catering to
retail customers, MSMEs, and corporate clients. The bank was founded by Rana Kapoor and Ashok Kapur in
2003. Its network is spread across 300 districts in India and comprises 1,198 branches, 193 BCBOs and
1,287+ ATMs.
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Mastercard Inc. (stylized as MasterCard from 1979 to 2016 and as mastercard from 2016 to 2019) isan
American multinational payment card services corporation headquartered in Purchase, New Y ork. It offersa
range of payment transaction processing and other related-payment services (such as travel-related payments
and bookings). Throughout the world, its principal businessisto process payments between the banks of
merchants and the card-issuing banks or credit unions of the purchasers who use the Mastercard-brand debit,
credit and prepaid cards to make purchases. Mastercard has been publicly traded since 2006.

Mastercard (originally Interbank, then Master Charge) was created by an alliance of several banks and
regional bankcard associations in response to the BankAmericard issued by Bank of America, which later
became Visaand is still its biggest competitor. Prior to itsinitial public offering, Mastercard Worldwide was
a cooperative owned by the more than 25,000 financial institutions that issue its branded cards.
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