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Untouchability is a form of social institution that legitimises and enforces practices that are discriminatory,
humiliating, exclusionary and exploitative

Untouchability is a form of social institution that legitimises and enforces practices that are discriminatory,
humiliating, exclusionary and exploitative against people belonging to certain social groups. Although
comparable forms of discrimination are found all over the world, untouchability involving the caste system is
largely unique to South Asia.

The term is most commonly associated with treatment of the Dalit communities in the Indian subcontinent
who were considered "polluting". The term has also been used to refer to other groups, including the
Burakumin of Japan, the Baekjeong of Korea, and the Ragyabpa of Tibet, as well as the Romani people and
Cagot in Europe, and the Al-Akhdam in Yemen. Traditionally, the groups characterized as untouchable were
those whose occupations and habits of life involved ritually "polluting" activities, such as pursuing a career
based on killing (e.g. fishermen) or engaging in common contact with others' feces or sweat (e.g. manual
scavengers, sweepers and washermen).

According to Patrick Olivelle’s interpretation of some of the religious Hindu texts, untouchables were not
considered a part of the varna system. Therefore, they were not treated like the savarnas (Brahmins,
Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras).

Due to many caste-based discriminations in Nepal, the government of Nepal legally abolished the caste-
system and criminalized any caste-based discrimination, including "untouchability", in 1963.

Untouchability has been outlawed in India, Nepal and Pakistan. However, "untouchability" has not been
legally defined. The origin of untouchability and its historicity are still debated. A 2020 study of a sample of
households in India concludes that "Notwithstanding the likelihood of under-reporting of the practice of
untouchability, 70 percent of the population reported not indulging in this practice. This is an encouraging
sign."
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Dalit (English: from Sanskrit: ???? meaning "broken/scattered") is a term used for untouchables and outcasts,
who represented the lowest stratum of the castes in the Indian subcontinent. They are also called Harijans.
Dalits were excluded from the fourfold varna of the caste hierarchy and were seen as forming a fifth varna,
also known by the name of Panchama.

Several scholars have drawn parallels between Dalits and the Burakumin of Japan, the Baekjeong of Korea
and the peasant class of the medieval European feudal system.



Dalits predominantly follow Hinduism with significant populations following Buddhism, Sikhism,
Christianity, and Islam. The constitution of India includes Dalits as one of the Scheduled Castes; this gives
Dalits the right to protection, Affirmative action (known as reservation in India), and official development
resources.
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In mathematics, an untouchable number is a positive integer that cannot be expressed as the sum of all the
proper divisors of any positive integer. That is, these numbers are not in the image of the aliquot sum
function. Their study goes back at least to Abu Mansur al-Baghdadi (circa 1000 AD), who observed that both
2 and 5 are untouchable.
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The Untouchable is the fourth studio album by American rapper Scarface, released by Rap-A-Lot Records
and Noo Trybe Records on March 11, 1997.
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The Intouchables (French: Intouchables, pronounced [??tu?abl?]), also known as Untouchable in the UK,
Ireland, and Scandinavia, is a 2011 French buddy comedy-drama film written and directed by Éric Toledano
and Olivier Nakache. It stars François Cluzet and Omar Sy. The plot of the film is inspired by the true story
of Philippe Pozzo di Borgo and his French-Algerian carer Abdel Sellou, discovered by the directors in À la
vie, à la mort, a documentary film.

Nine weeks after its release in France on 2 November 2011, it became the second highest-grossing French
film in France, after the 2008 film Welcome to the Sticks. The film was voted the cultural event of 2011 in
France with 52% of votes in a poll by Fnac. Until it was eclipsed in 2014 by Lucy, it was the most-viewed
French film in the world with 51.5 million tickets sold.

The film received positive reviews and several award nominations. In France, the film won the César Award
for Best Actor for Sy and garnered seven further nominations for the César Awards, including the César
Award for Best Actor for Cluzet. Five percent of the film's profits were donated to Simon de Cyrène, an
association that helps paralyzed people.
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Untouchable is a novel by Mulk Raj Anand published in 1935. The novel established Anand as one of India's
leading English authors. The book was inspired by his aunt's experience of being ostracized for sharing a
meal with a Muslim woman. The plot of this book, Anand's first, revolves around the argument for
eradicating the caste system. It depicts a day in the life of Bakha, a young "sweeper", who is "untouchable"
due to his work of cleaning latrines.
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Untouchable is a 2019 British documentary film about film producer Harvey Weinstein and the sexual abuse
allegations that involve him. It was directed by Ursula Macfarlane.
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Untouchable Lovers (Chinese: ???; pinyin: Fèng qiú huáng) is a 2018 Chinese television series based on the
novel Feng Qiu Huang (A Tale of Two Phoenixes) by Tianyi Youfeng (????). The series is produced by Yu
Zheng and stars Guan Xiaotong and Song Weilong. It aired on Hunan TV from January 14 to April 16, 2018.

Untouchable Lovers has a 3.6 rating on Douban from over 41,000 users.
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Untouchable (Korean: ????) was a South Korean hip hop duo managed by TS Entertainment. The group
released their first single, "Ready To Shot", on 24 July 2006, but made their official debut on October 10,
2008, with the hit single "It's Okay".
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