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California () is a state in the Western United States that lies on the Pacific Coast. It borders Oregon to the
north, Nevada and Arizona to the east, and shares an international border with the Mexican state of Baja
California to the south. With almost 40 million residents across an area of 163,696 square miles (423,970
km2), it is the largest state by population and third-largest by area.

Prior to European colonization, California was one of the most culturally and linguistically diverse areas in
pre-Columbian North America. European exploration in the 16th and 17th centuries led to the colonization
by the Spanish Empire. The area became a part of Mexico in 1821, following its successful war for
independence, but was ceded to the United States in 1848 after the Mexican–American War. The California
gold rush started in 1848 and led to social and demographic changes, including depopulation of Indigenous
tribes. It organized itself and was admitted as the 31st state in 1850 as a free state, following the Compromise
of 1850. It never had the status of territory.

The Greater Los Angeles and San Francisco Bay areas are the nation's second- and fifth-most populous urban
regions, with 19 million and 10 million residents respectively. Los Angeles is the state's most populous city
and the nation's second-most. California's capital is Sacramento. Part of the Californias region of North
America, the state's diverse geography ranges from the Pacific Coast and metropolitan areas in the west to
the Sierra Nevada mountains in the east, and from the redwood and Douglas fir forests in the northwest to the
Mojave Desert in the southeast. Two-thirds of the nation's earthquake risk lies in California. The Central
Valley, a fertile agricultural area, dominates the state's center. The large size of the state results in climates
that vary from moist temperate rainforest in the north to arid desert in the interior, as well as snowy alpine in
the mountains. Droughts and wildfires are an ongoing issue, while simultaneously, atmospheric rivers are
turning increasingly prevalent and leading to intense flooding events—especially in the winter.

The economy of California is the largest of any U.S. state, with an estimated 2024 gross state product of
$4.172 trillion as of Q4 2024. It is the world's largest sub-national economy and, if it were an independent
country, would be the fourth-largest economy in the world (putting it, as of 2025, behind Germany and ahead
of Japan) when ranked by nominal GDP. The state's agricultural industry leads the nation in agricultural
output, fueled by its production of dairy, almonds, and grapes. With the busiest port in the country (Los
Angeles), California plays a pivotal role in the global supply chain, hauling in about 40% of goods imported
to the US. Notable contributions to popular culture, ranging from entertainment, sports, music, and fashion,
have their origins in California. Hollywood in Los Angeles is the center of the U.S. film industry and one of
the oldest and one of the largest film industries in the world; profoundly influencing global entertainment
since the 1920s. The San Francisco Bay's Silicon Valley is the center of the global technology industry.
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California City is a city located in northern Antelope Valley in Kern County, California, United States. It is
100 miles (160 km) north of the city of Los Angeles, and the population was 14,973 at the 2020 census.
Covering 203.63 square miles (527.4 km2), California City has the third-largest land area of any city in the
state of California (behind San Diego and Los Angeles), and is the largest city in California, by land area,



that is not a county seat. It is the 43rd-largest city in the United States by land area.

Many of the city's residents are employed at Edwards Air Force Base, which is located 18 miles (29 km)
southeast of the city. Other major employers are the California City Correctional Center (California
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation), Mojave Air and Space Port (and its flight test facility) and the
Hyundai/Kia Proving Grounds, located in the rural southwestern part of the city. California City also has a
park, a PGA golf course, and a municipal airport.
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Californian is an adjective describing something related to the American state of California. It is also the
demonym for a person from California.

Californian or The Californian may also refer to:
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California Valley (Spanish: Valle de California) is an unincorporated community located in the eastern part
of San Luis Obispo County, California, in the northern portion of the Carrizo Plain.

Sacramento, California

Sacramento is the capital city of the U.S. state of California. The county seat of Sacramento County, it is
located at the confluence of the Sacramento

Sacramento is the capital city of the U.S. state of California. The county seat of Sacramento County, it is
located at the confluence of the Sacramento and American Rivers in the Sacramento Valley. It is the fourth-
most populous city in Northern California, sixth-most populous city in the state, and 35th-most populous city
in the United States with a population of 524,943 at the 2020 census, while the Sacramento metropolitan area
with 2.46 million residents is the 27th-largest metropolitan area in the nation.

Before the arrival of the Spanish, the area was inhabited by the Nisenan, Maidu, and other indigenous
peoples of California. In 1808, Spanish cavalryman Gabriel Moraga surveyed and named the Río del
Santísimo Sacramento (Sacramento River), after the Blessed Sacrament. In 1839, Juan Bautista Alvarado,
Mexican governor of Alta California, granted the responsibility of colonizing the Sacramento Valley to
Swiss-born Mexican citizen John Augustus Sutter, who subsequently established Sutter's Fort and the
settlement at the Rancho Nueva Helvetia. Following the American Conquest of California and the 1848
Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo, the waterfront developed by Sutter began to be developed and incorporated in
1850 as the City of Sacramento. In 1852, the city offered its county courthouse to the state of California to
house the state legislature, resulting in the city becoming the permanent state capital in 1854 and ushering in
the construction of a new state capitol building which was finished in 1874.

Sacramento is the seat of the California Legislature and the governor of California. It is a major center for the
California healthcare industry, as the seat of Sutter Health, UC Davis Medical Center, and the UC Davis
School of Medicine. In 2013, the Sacramento Convention and Visitors Bureau stated that the city receives
15.3 million visitors per year, and is home to the California Museum, Crocker Art Museum, California State
Railroad Museum, California State Capitol Museum, the Sacramento Convention Center Complex, and Old
Sacramento State Historic Park.
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The Californias (Spanish: Las Californias), occasionally known as the Three Californias or the Two
Californias, are a region of North America spanning the United States and Mexico, consisting of the U.S.
state of California and the Mexican states of Baja California and Baja California Sur. Historically, the term
Las Californias was used to define the vast northwestern region of Spanish America, as the Province of the
Californias (Spanish: Provincia de las Californias), and later as a collective term for Alta California and the
Baja California peninsula.

Originally a single, vast entity within the Spanish Empire, administration was split into Baja California
(Lower California) and Alta California (Upper California) following the Mexican War of Independence. As a
part of the Mexican–American War (1846–48), the Conquest of California saw the vast Alta California
territory ceded from Mexico to the United States. The populated coastal region of the territory was admitted
into the Union in 1850 as the State of California, while the vast, sparsely populated interior region would
only later gain statehood as Nevada, Utah, and parts of New Mexico, Arizona, Wyoming, and Colorado.

Today, "the Californias" is a collective term to refer to the American and Mexican states bearing the name
California, which share geography, history, cultures, and strong economic ties. The Commission of the
Californias is a tri-lateral forum for cooperation between the three Californian state governments.
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California is the most populous U.S. state; as a result, it has the most representation in the United States
House of Representatives, with 52 Representatives. Each Representative represents one congressional
district.

Per the 2020 United States census, California lost a congressional seat which it had gained after the 2000
census, reducing its total seats from 53 to 52 starting from the 2022 elections and its subsequent 118th
Congress. This marked the first time in the state's history where it lost a seat.

California Saga/California

&quot;California Saga/California&quot; is a song by American rock band the Beach Boys from their
January 1973 album Holland. It was written by Al Jardine and is

"California Saga/California" is a song by American rock band the Beach Boys from their January 1973
album Holland. It was written by Al Jardine and is the first song written solely by him to appear on any of the
group's albums. It is the third and final part of the "California Saga" series of songs on Holland. In May 1973,
a remixed version was issued as a single under the title "California Saga (On My Way to Sunny Californ-i-
a)".
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The history of California can be divided into the Native American period (about 10,000 years ago until
1542), the European exploration period (1542–1769), the Spanish colonial period (1769–1821), the Mexican
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period (1821–1848), and United States statehood (September 9, 1850–present). California was one of the
most culturally and linguistically diverse areas in pre-Columbian North America. After contact with Spanish
explorers, many of the Native Americans died from foreign diseases. Finally, in the 19th century there was a
genocide by United States government and private citizens, which is known as the California genocide.

After the Portolá expedition of 1769–1770, Spanish missionaries began setting up 21 California missions on
or near the coast of Alta (Upper) California, beginning with the Mission San Diego de Alcala near the
location of the modern day city of San Diego, California. During the same period, Spanish military forces
built several forts (presidios) and three small towns (pueblos). Two of the pueblos would eventually grow
into the cities of Los Angeles and San Jose. After Mexico's Independence was won in 1821, California fell
under the jurisdiction of the First Mexican Empire. Fearing the influence of the Roman Catholic church over
their newly independent nation, the Mexican government "secularized" all of the missions. The missions
were closed down in 1834; their priests mostly returned to Mexico. The churches ended religious services
and fell into disrepair. The mission farmlands were seized by the government and handed out as grants to
favorites. They left behind a "Californio" population of several thousand families, with a few small military
garrisons. After losing the Mexican–American War of 1846–1848, the Mexican Republic was forced to
relinquish any claim to California to the United States.

The California Gold Rush of 1848–1855 attracted hundreds of thousands of ambitious young people from
around the world to Northern California. Only a few struck it rich, and many returned home disappointed.
Most appreciated the other economic opportunities in California, especially in agriculture, and brought their
families to join them. California became the 31st U.S. state in the Compromise of 1850 and played a small
role in the American Civil War. Chinese immigrants increasingly came under attack from nativists; they were
forced out of industry and agriculture and into Chinatowns in the larger cities. As gold petered out, California
increasingly became a highly productive agricultural society. The coming of the railroads in 1869 linked its
rich economy with the rest of the nation, and attracted a steady stream of settlers. In the late 19th century,
Southern California, especially Los Angeles, started to grow rapidly.

California Pines, California

California Pines is a census-designated place in Modoc County, California. It lies at an elevation of 4406
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California Pines is a census-designated place in Modoc County, California. It lies at an elevation of 4406 feet
(1343 m). Its population is 473 as of the 2020 census, down from 520 from the 2010 census.
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