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Early general elections were held in Italy on 25 September 2022. After the fall of the Draghi government,
which led to a parliamentary impasse, President Sergio Mattarella dissolved Parliament on 21 July, and
called for new elections. Regional elections in Sicily were held on the same day. The results of the general
election showed the centre-right coalition led by Giorgia Meloni's Brothers of Italy, a national-conservative
party, winning an absolute majority of seats in the Italian Parliament. Meloni was appointed Prime Minister
of Italy on 22 October, becoming the first woman to hold the office.

In a record-low voter turnout, Meloni's party became the largest in Parliament with 26% of the vote; as per
the pre-election agreement among the centre-right coalition parties, she became the prime ministerial
candidate supported by the winning coalition. The League and Forza Italia suffered losses, polling 8% each,
and Us Moderates polled below 1%. The centre-left coalition slightly improved its 2018 results in terms of
vote share and seats in percentage with the Democratic Party polling 19% and the Greens and Left Alliance
passing the 3% threshold; More Europe and Civic Commitment failed to reach the election threshold. The
Five Star Movement defied single-digit polls before the campaign and reached 15%. The Action – Italia Viva
alliance polled 7%. Among the others to be represented in Parliament were two regionalist parties: South
calls North and the South Tyrolean People's Party. Due to the Rosatellum and its mixed electoral system
using parallel voting, the centre-right coalition was able to win an absolute majority of seats, despite
receiving 44% of the votes, by winning 83% of the single-member districts under the first-past-the-post of
the system.

As a result of the 2020 Italian constitutional referendum, the size of Parliament was reduced to 400 members
of the Chamber of Deputies and 200 members of the Senate of the Republic to be elected, down from 630
and 315, respectively. In addition, the minimum voting age for the Senate was the same as for the Chamber
(18 years old and no longer 25), which marked the first time the two houses had identical electorates.

Observers commented that the results shifted the geopolitics of the European Union, following right wing
populist and far-right gains in France, Spain, and Sweden. It was also noted that the election outcome would
mark Italy's first far-right-led government and the country's most right-wing government since 1945. The
newly elected legislature was seated on 13 October, and proceeded to elect Ignazio La Russa, a known
admirer of Benito Mussolini, and Lorenzo Fontana, a strong opponent of LGBT rights, as President of the
Senate and of the Chamber of Deputies, respectively. The Meloni Cabinet was sworn in on 22 October, and
received parliamentary approval through two votes of confidence (one in each House of Parliament) a few
days thereafter.
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In the 2022 Italian general election, the centre-right coalition led by Giorgia Meloni's Brothers of Italy (FdI)
won an absolute majority of seats in the Italian Parliament. On 20 October, a few days following the
elections of the presidents of the two houses of Parliament, Ignazio La Russa of FdI on 13 October for the
Senate of the Republic, and Lorenzo Fontana of the League on 14 October for the Chamber of Deputies,
consultations on the formation of a new cabinet officially began.



The Cabinet was announced on 21 October and was officially sworn in on the next day. It was one of the
fastest government formations in the history of the Italian Republic. The first Italian cabinet headed by a
female Prime Minister, it was variously described as a shift to the political right, and as the first far-right-led
Italian government since World War II.
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Giorgio Napolitano (Italian: [?d?ord?o napoli?ta?no]; 29 June 1925 – 22 September 2023) was an Italian
politician who served as President of Italy from 2006 to 2015. At the time the longest-serving president in
Italian history and the first to win re-election, he played a dominant role in Italian politics, leading some
critics to derisively refer to him as Re Giorgio ("King Giorgio").

Napolitano was a longtime member of the Italian Communist Party, which he joined in 1945 after taking part
in the Italian resistance movement, and of its post-Communist democratic socialist and social democratic
successors, from the Democratic Party of the Left to the Democrats of the Left. He was a leading member of
migliorismo, a reformist, moderate, and modernizing faction on the right-wing of the PCI, which was
inspired by the values of democratic socialism, looked favourably to social democracy, and was interested in
revisionist Marxism. First elected to the Chamber of Deputies in 1953, he took an assiduous interest in
parliamentary life and was president of the Chamber of Deputies from 1992 to 1994. He was Minister of the
Interior from 1996 to 1998 during the first Prodi government. A close friend of Henry Kissinger, he was also
the first high-ranking leader of a communist party to visit the United States, which he did in 1978.

In 2005, Napolitano was appointed a senator for life in Italy by then president Carlo Azeglio Ciampi. In the
May 2006 Italian presidential election, he was elected by the Italian Parliament as president of Italy. A pro-
Europeanist, Napolitano was the first former Communist to hold said office. During his first term in office,
he oversaw governments both of the centre-left coalition, such as the second Prodi government, and the
centre-right coalition, such as the fourth Berlusconi government. In November 2011, Silvio Berlusconi
resigned as prime minister of Italy amid financial and economic problems. In keeping with his constitutional
role, Napolitano then asked former European commissioner Mario Monti to form a cabinet, which critics
referred to as a "government of the president".

Napolitano intended to retire from politics after his seven-year presidential term expired, but reluctantly
agreed to run again in the 2013 presidential election to safeguard the continuity of the country's institutions
during the parliamentary deadlock that followed the February 2013 Italian general election. He was the first
sitting president to run for a second term. On being re-elected as president with broad cross-party support in
Parliament, he overcame the impasse by inviting Enrico Letta to propose a grand coalition government.
When Letta handed in his resignation in February 2014, Napolitano mandated Matteo Renzi (Letta's factional
challenger) to form a new government. After a record eight and a half years as president, citing age factors,
the 89-year-old Napolitano resigned in January 2015. He had already stated that he did not intend to serve out
a full second term. He then resumed his Italian Senate seat, which he held until his death in 2023.

Napolitano was often accused by his critics of having transformed a largely ceremonial role into a political
and executive one, acting as kingmaker during his political tenure. Supporters instead credited him with
saving Italy from the brink of default during the European debt crisis and subsequent political stalemates,
which helped to stabilize the country. At the time of his death in 2023, he was the longest-serving Italian
President as well as the longest-lived Italian President on record. He was also the oldest head of state in
Europe and the third oldest in the world, behind the Zimbabwean president Robert Mugabe and Abdullah of
Saudi Arabia. A state funeral in secular form was held for Napolitano on 22 September 2023. In office for 8
years and 244 days, he was the longest-serving president, until the record was surpassed by Sergio Mattarella
in 2023. He also was the longest-lived president in the history of the Italian Republic, which has been in
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existence since 1946. Although he was a prominent figure of the First Italian Republic, he did not take part in
the Constituent Assembly of Italy that drafted the Italian constitution; he is considered one of the symbols of
the Second Italian Republic, which came about after the Tangentopoli scandal of the 1990s.
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The term State-Mafia Pact (Italian: trattativa Stato-mafia) describes an alleged series of negotiations between
important Italian government officials and Cosa Nostra members that began after the period of the 1992 and
1993 terror attacks by the Sicilian Mafia with the aim to reach a deal to stop the attacks; according to other
sources and hypotheses, it began even earlier. In summary, the supposed cornerstone of the deal was an end
to "the Massacre Season" in return for a reduction in the detention measures provided for Italy's Article 41-
bis prison regime. 41-bis was the law by which the Antimafia pool led by Giovanni Falcone had condemned
hundreds of mafia members to the "hard prison regime". The negotiation hypothesis has been the subject of
long investigations, both by the courts and in the media. In 2021, the Court of Appeal of Palermo acquitted a
close associate of former prime minister Silvio Berlusconi, while upholding the sentences of the mafia
bosses. This ruling was confirmed by the Italian Supreme Court of Cassation in 2023.
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The 2017 Democratic Party leadership election was an open primary election held on 30 April 2017. The
three candidates were Matteo Renzi, former Prime Minister and party secretary until February 2017, Michele
Emiliano, President of Apulia, and Andrea Orlando, the Minister of Justice. Renzi was elected by a landslide
70%, and appointed Maurizio Martina as his deputy secretary.
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Future and Freedom (Italian: Futuro e Libertà), whose full name was Future and Freedom for Italy (Futuro e
Libertà per l'Italia, abbreviated to FLI), was a political party in Italy, comprising both liberal and national
conservative elements.

FLI was formed by followers of Gianfranco Fini in July 2010 as a split from The People of Freedom (PdL),
the major Italian centre-right party of the time, led by Silvio Berlusconi. Fini, former leader of the Italian
Social Movement (MSI) and National Alliance (AN) and co-founder of the PdL in 2009, had taken a long
journey from post-fascism to become a liberal conservative. Soon after the PdL's foundation, he started to
become a critic of Berlusconi's government and leadership style.

The core of FLI was constituted by Generation Italy (GI), led by Italo Bocchino, who was also appointed vice
president of the party by Fini. FLI members were mostly former MSI/AN stalwarts, with some notable
exceptions.

Act! (Italy)
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Act! (Italian: Fare!) was a centre-right liberal political party in Italy, based in Veneto.

Its leader was Flavio Tosi, former mayor of Verona and former leader of Liga Veneta–Lega Nord (LV–LN),
who was expelled from it in the run-up of the 2015 Venetian regional election, due to his opposition to
Matteo Salvini's political line.
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