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A mosqgue (/m?sk/ MOSK), also called a magjid (/?meesd??d, ?m?s-/ MASSjid, MUSS), is a place of
wor ship for Muslims. The term usually refersto a covered

A mosgue ( MOSK), aso called amagjid ( MASSjid, MUSS), is a place of worship for Muslims. The term
usually refersto a covered building, but can be any place where Islamic prayers are performed; such as an
outdoor courtyard.

Originally, mosques were simple places of prayer for the early Muslims, and may have been open spaces
rather than elaborate buildings. In the first stage of Islamic architecture (650-750 CE), early mosques
comprised open and closed covered spaces enclosed by walls, often with minarets, from which the Islamic
call to prayer wasissued on adaily basis. It istypical of mosque buildings to have a special ornamental niche
(amihrab) set into the wall in the direction of the city of Mecca (the gibla), which Muslims must face during
prayer, aswell asafacility for ritual cleansing (wudu). The pulpit (minbar), from which public sermons
(khutbah) are delivered on the event of Friday prayer, was, in earlier times, characteristic of the central city
mosque, but has since become common in smaller mosgues. To varying degrees, mosque buildings are
designed so that there are segregated spaces for men and women. This basic pattern of organization has
assumed different forms depending on the region, period, and I slamic denomination.

In addition to being places of worship in Islam, mosques also serve as locations for funeral services and
funeral prayers, marriages (nikah), vigils during Ramadan, business agreements, collection and distribution
of alms, and homeless shelters. To this end, mosgues have historically been multi-purpose buildings
functioning as community centres, courts of law, and religious schools. In modern times, they have also
preserved their role as places of religious instruction and debate. Special importance is accorded to, in
descending order of importance: al-Magjid a-Haram in the city of Mecca, where Hajj and Umrah are
performed; the Prophet's Mosque in the city of Medina, where Muhammad is buried; and al-AgsaMosguein
the city of Jerusalem, where Muslims believe that Muhammad ascended to heaven to meet God around 621
CE. There's agrowing realization among scholars that the present-day perception of mosques doesn't fully
align with their original concept. Early Islamic texts and practices highlight mosgues as vibrant centers
integral to Muslim communities, supporting religious, social, economic, and political affairs.

During and after the early Muslim conquests, mosgues were established outside of Arabiain the hundreds;
many Synagogues, churches, and temples were converted into mosques and thus influenced Islamic
architectural styles over the centuries. While most pre-modern mosques were funded by charitable
endowments (waqf), the modern-day trend of government regulation of large mosques has been countered by
therise of privately funded mosques, many of which serve as bases for different streams of Islamic
revivalism and social activism.

Al-Agsa Mosgque

The Agsa Mosque, also known as the Qibli Mosque or Qibli Chapel, is the main congregational mosgue or
prayer hall in the Al-Agsa mosque compound in the

The Agsa Mosque, aso known as the Qibli Mosque or Qibli Chapel, is the main congregational mosgue or
prayer hal in the Al-Agsa mosgue compound in the Old City of Jerusalem. In some sources the building is
also named al-Magjid al-Aq??, but this name primarily applies to the whole compound in which the building
sits, which isitself also known as"Al-Agsa Mosgue". The wider compound is known as Al-Agsa or Al-Agsa
mosqgue compound, also known as al-?aram al-Shar?f.



In the reign of the caliph Mu'awiyah | of the Umayyad Caliphate (founded in AD 661), a quadrangul ar
mosque for a capacity of 3,000 worshipersis recorded somewhere on the Haram ash-Sharif. The present-day
mosque, located on the south wall of the compound, was originally built by the fifth Umayyad caliph Abd al-
Malik (r. 685—705) or his successor al-Walid | (r. 705—715) (or both) as a congregational mosgue on the same
axis as the Dome of the Rock, a commemorative Islamic monument. According to Islamic tradition, a small
prayer hall (musalla), what would later become the Al-Agsa Mosque, was built by Umar, the second caliph of
the Rashidun Caliphate. After being destroyed in an earthquake in 746, the mosque was rebuilt in 758 by the
Abbasid caliph al-Mansur. It was further expanded upon in 780 by the Abbasid caliph al-Mahdi, after which
it consisted of fifteen aisles and a central dome. However, it was again destroyed during the 1033 Jordan Rift
Valley earthquake. The mosque was rebuilt by the Fatimid caliph al-Zahir (r. 1021-1036), who reduced it to
seven aisles but adorned its interior with an elaborate central archway covered in vegetal mosaics; the current
structure preserves the 11th-century outline.

During the periodic renovations undertaken, the ruling Islamic dynasties constructed additions to the mosgue
and its precincts, such asits dome, fagcade, minarets, and minbar and interior structure. Upon its capture by
the Crusaders in 1099, the mosgue was used as a palace; it was al so the headquarters of the religious order of
the Knights Templar. After the area was conquered by Saladin in 1187, the structure's function as a mosgue
was restored. More renovations, repairs, and expansion projects were undertaken in later centuries by the
Ayyubids, the Mamluks, the Ottomans, the Supreme Muslim Council of British Palestine, and during the
Jordanian rule of the West Bank. Since the beginning of the ongoing Israeli occupation of the West Bank, the
mosqgue has remained under the independent administration of the Jerusalem Islamic Wagf.

List of largest mosques

This article lists mosques from around the world by available capacity, that belong to any Islamic school or
branch, that can accommodate at least 15

This article lists mosques from around the world by available capacity, that belong to any Islamic school or
branch, that can accommodate at least 15,000 worshippersin al available places of prayer such as prayer
halls (musala), courtyards (?a?n) and porticoes (riw?q). All the mosguesin thislist are congregational
mosgues — a type of mosque that hosts the Friday prayer (?al al-jumu?a) in congregation (jam??a).

Blue Mosgue, Istanbul

The Blue Mosque, officially the Sultan Ahmed Mosque (Turkish: Sultan Ahmet Camiii), is an Ottoman-era
historical imperial mosque located in Istanbul, Turkey

The Blue Mosque, officially the Sultan Ahmed Mosque (Turkish: Sultan Ahmet Camii), is an Ottoman-era
historical imperial mosgue located in Istanbul, Turkey. It was constructed between 1609 and 1617 during the
rule of Ahmed | and remains a functioning mosgue today. It also attracts a large number of tourists and is one
of the most iconic and popular monuments of Ottoman architecture.

The mosque has a classical Ottoman layout with a central dome surrounded by four semi-domes over the
prayer hall. It isfronted by alarge courtyard and flanked by six minarets. On the inside, it is decorated with
thousands of |znik tiles and painted floral motifsin predominantly blue colours, which give the mosque its
popular name. The mosque's kiilliye (religious complex) includes Ahmed's tomb, a madrasa, and several
other buildings in various states of preservation.

The mosque was built next to the former Hippodrome and stands across from the Hagia Sophia, another
popular tourist site. The Blue Mosque was included in the UNESCO World Heritage Site list in 1985 under
the name of "Historic Areas of Istanbul”.

Al-Agsa



Islam. The compound& #039;s main congregational mosgue or prayer hall is variously known as Al-Agsa
Mosqgue, Qibli Mosque or al-J?mi? al-Aq??, while in some sources

Al-Aqgsa (; Arabic: ??7?7?7?22??7?, romanized: Al-Agq??) or a-Magjid al-Aq?? (Arabic: ??722?7? 72777?) isthe
compound of Islamic religious buildings that sit atop the Temple Mount, also known as the Haram al-Sharif,
in the Old City of Jerusalem, including the Dome of the Rock, many mosques and prayer halls, madrasas,
zawiyas, khalwas and other domes and religious structures, as well as the four encircling minarets. Itis
considered the third holiest site in Islam. The compound's main congregational mosgue or prayer hall is
variously known as Al-Agsa Mosgue, Qibli Mosque or al-J?mi? al-Aq??, while in some sourcesit is also
known as al-Magjid a-Aq??, the wider compound is sometimes known as Al-Agsa Mosque compound in
order to avoid confusion.

During the rule of the Rashidun caliph Umar (r. 634—644) or the Umayyad caliph Mu'awiyal (r. 661-680), a
small prayer house on the compound was erected near the mosque's site. The present-day mosgue, located on
the south wall of the compound, was originally built by the fifth Umayyad caliph Abd a-Malik (r. 685—705)
or his successor al-Walid | (r. 705-715) (or both) as a congregational mosque on the same axis as the Dome
of the Rock, a commemorative Islamic monument. After being destroyed in an earthquake in 746, the
mosque was rebuilt in 758 by the Abbasid caliph al-Mansur (r. 754-775). It was further expanded upon in
780 by the Abbasid caliph al-Mahdi (r. 775—-785), after which it consisted of fifteen aisles and a central
dome. However, it was again destroyed during the 1033 Jordan Rift Valley earthquake. The mosgue was
rebuilt by the Fatimid caliph al-Zahir (r. 1021-1036), who reduced it to seven aisles but adorned its interior
with an elaborate central archway covered in vegetal mosaics; the current structure preserves the 11th-
century outline.

During the periodic renovations undertaken, the ruling Islamic dynasties constructed additions to the mosgue
and its precincts, such asits dome, fagade, minarets, and minbar and interior structure. Upon its capture by
the Crusadersin 1099, the mosque was used as a pal ace; it was also the headquarters of the religious order of
the Knights Templar. After the area was conquered by Saladin (r. 1174-1193) in 1187, the structure's
function as a mosgue was restored. More renovations, repairs, and expansion projects were undertaken in
later centuries by the Ayyubids, the Mamluks, the Ottomans, the Supreme Muslim Council of British
Palestine, and during the Jordanian annexation of the West Bank. Since the beginning of the ongoing Israeli
occupation of the West Bank, the mosqgue has remained under the independent administration of the
Jerusalem Wagf.

Al-Agsa holds high geopolitical significance dueto its location atop the Temple Mount, in close proximity to
other historical and holy sites in Judaism, Christianity and Islam, and has been a primary flashpoint in the
| sraeli—Palestinian conflict.

Magjid a-Haram

lit. &#039; The Sacred Mosque& #039;), also known as the Sacred Mosgue or the Great Mosque of Mecca, is
considered to be the most significant mosque in Islam. It encloses

Magjid a-Haram (Arabic: ??2?2?22?722222? 2222?7?7??72?, romanized: al-Magjid a-?ar?m, lit. 'The Sacred
Mosgue'), aso known as the Sacred Mosgue or the Great Mosque of Mecca, is considered to be the most
significant mosgue in Islam. It encloses the vicinity of the Kaabain Mecca, in the western region of Saudi
Arabia. It isamong the pilgrimage sites associated with the Hajj, which every Muslim must perform at least
onceintheir livesif able. It is also the main site for the performance of 2Umrah, the lesser pilgrimage that
can be undertaken any time of the year. Therites of both pilgrimages include circumambulating the Kaaba
within the mosgue. The Great Mosque includes other important significant sites, such as the Black Stone, the
Zamzam Well, Magam Ibrahim, and the hills of Safaand Marwa.



Asof 2025, the Great Mosque is both the largest mosque in the world, and the most expensive building in the
world. It has undergone major renovations and expansions through the years. It has passed through the
control of various caliphs, sultans and kings, and is now under the control of the King of Saudi Arabiawho is
titled the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosgues.

Badshahi Mosque

Badshahi Mosgue (Punjabi: ???? ????, romanized: ??h? mas?t; Urdu: ???7???? ????, romanized: b?d??h?
magjid) isa Mughal-era imperial mosque located in

The Badshahi Mosque (Punjabi: ??7?? 2???, romanized: ??h? mas?t; Urdu: 77?77?72 2??7?, romanized: b?d??h?
magjid) is a Mughal-eraimperial mosque located in Lahore, Punjab, Pakistan. It was constructed between
1671 and 1673 during the rule of Aurangzeb, opposite of the Lahore Fort on the northern outskirts of the
historic Walled City. It iswidely considered to be one of the most iconic landmarks of Pakistan.

The Badshahi Mosque was built between 1671 and 1673 by the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb. The mosque is
an important example of Mughal architecture, with an exterior that is decorated with carved red sandstone
with marbleinlay. It remains the largest mosque of the Mughal-era, and is the third-largest mosque in
Pakistan.

Prophet's Mosque

The Prophet&#039;s Mosgue (Arabic: ?????????7? ???????????, romanized: al-Magjid al-Nabaw?, lit.
& #039; Mosgue of the Prophet& #039;) is the second mosque built by the ISlamic

The Prophet's Mosque (Arabic: ??2?2?22?27?72? 22222227772, romanized: al-Magjid al-Nabaw?, lit. 'Mosque of the
Prophet") is the second mosqgue built by the Islamic prophet Muhammad in Medina, after the Quba Mosqgue,
aswell as the second largest mosgue and holiest sitein Islam, after the Magjid al-Haram in Mecca, in the
Saudi region of the Hejaz. The mosque is located at the heart of Medina, and isamajor site of pilgrimage
that falls under the purview of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosgues.

Muhammad himself was involved in the construction of the mosque. At the time, the mosque's land bel onged
to two young orphans, Sahl and Suhayl, and when they learned that M uhammad wished to acquire their land
to erect a mosqgue, they went to Muhammad and offered the land to him as a gift; Muhammad insisted on
paying a price for the land because they were orphaned children. The price agreed upon was paid by Abu
Ayyub al-Ansari, who thus became the endower or donor (Arabic: 77?7?77 , romanized: w2qif) of the mosque,
on behalf or in favor of Muhammad. al-Ansari aso accommodated Muhammad upon his arrival at Medinain
622.

Originally an open-air building, the mosque served as a community center, a court of law, and areligious
school. It contained araised platform or pulpit (minbar) for the people who taught the Quran and for
Muhammad to give the Friday sermon (khutbah). Subsequent Islamic rulers greatly expanded and decorated
the mosque, naming its walls, doors and minarets after themselves and their forefathers. After an expansion
during the reign of the Umayyad caliph al-Walid | (r. 705-715), it now incorporates the final resting place of
Muhammad and the first two Rashidun caliphs Abu Bakr (r. 632—634) and Umar (r. 634-644). One of the
most notable features of the site is the Green Dome in the south-east corner of the mosqgue, originally Aisha's
house, where the tomb of Muhammad is located. Many pilgrims who perform the Hajj also go to Medinato
visit the Green Dome.

In 1909, under the reign of Ottoman Sultan Abdul Hamid 11, it became the first place in the Arabian
Peninsulato be provided with electrical lights. From the 14th century, the mosque was guarded by eunuchs,
the last remaining guardians were photographed at the request of then-Prince Faisal bin Salman Al Saud, and
in 2015, only five were left. It is generally open regardless of date or time, and has only been closed to
visitors once in modern times, as Ramadan approached during the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020.



Al-Agsa Mosqgue (disambiguation)

Temple Mount Agsa Mosque, Rabwah, a mosque in Rabwah, Pakistan Agsa Mosgue, Qadian, a mosguein
Qadian, India Agsa Mosgue, The Hague, a mosque and former synagogue

The Al-Agsa Mosgue building, also known as the Qibli Mosque/Chapel, is the congregational prayer hall at
the southern end of the greater Al-Aqgsa compound.

Al-Agsa Mosque or Agsa Mosgue may also refer to:

The Al-Agsa mosque compound, also known as the Haram al-Sharif, is an extended religious sanctuary in
Jerusalem covering the entirety of the area of the Temple Mount

Christchurch mosgue shootings

March 2019. They were committed during Friday prayer, first at the Al Noor Mosgue in Riccarton, at
1:40 p.m. and almost immediately afterwards at the Linwood

Two consecutive mass shootings took place in Christchurch, New Zealand, on 15 March 2019. They were
committed during Friday prayer, first at the Al Noor Mosgue in Riccarton, at 1:40 p.m. and almost
immediately afterwards at the Linwood Islamic Centre at 1:52 p.m. Altogether, 51 people were killed and 89
others were injured, including 40 by gunfire. The perpetrator was an Australian man, Brenton Tarrant, then
aged 28.

Tarrant was arrested after his vehicle was rammed by a police car as he was driving to athird mosguein
Ashburton. He live-streamed the first shooting on Facebook, marking the first successfully live-streamed far-
right terror attack, and had published a manifesto online before the attack. On 26 March 2020, he pleaded
guilty to 51 murders, 40 attempted murders, and engaging in aterrorist act, and in August was sentenced to
life imprisonment without the possibility of parole — the first such sentence in New Zealand.

The attacks were mainly motivated by white nationalism, anti-immigrant sentiment, and white supremacist
beliefs. Tarrant described himself as an ecofascist and voiced support for the far-right " Great Replacement”
conspiracy theory in the context of a"white genocide", cited Anders Behring Breivik and Dylann Roof as
well as several other right-wing terrorists as inspirations within his manifesto, praising Breivik above all.

The attack was linked to an increase in white supremacy and at-right extremism globally observed since
about 2015. Politicians and world |eaders condemned it, and the Prime Minister, Jacinda Ardern, described it
as "one of New Zealand's darkest days'. The government established aroyal commission into its security
agencies in the wake of the shootings, which were the deadliest in modern New Zealand history and the
worst ever committed by an Australian national. The commission submitted its report to the government on
26 November 2020, the details of which were made public on 7 December.

The shooting has inspired multiple copycat attacks, especially due to its live-streamed nature. In response to
this incident, the United Nations designated March 15 as the International Day to Combat |slamophobia.
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