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The Ramayana (; Sanskrit: ????7????, romanized: R?m?ya?am), also known as Vamiki Ramayana, as
traditionally attributed to Valmiki, is a smriti text (also described as a Sanskrit epic) from ancient India, one
of the two important epics of Hinduism known as the Itihasas, the other being the Mahabharata. The epic
narrates the life of Rama, the seventh avatar of the Hindu deity Vishnu, who is a prince of Ayodhyain the
kingdom of Kosala. The epic follows his fourteen-year exile to the forest urged by his father King
Dasharatha, on the request of Rama's stepmother Kaikeyi; his travels across the forests in the Indian
subcontinent with his wife Sita and brother Lakshmana; the kidnapping of Sitaby Ravana, the king of Lanka,
that resulted in bloodbath; and Rama's eventual return to Ayodhya along with Sitato be crowned as aking
amidst jubilation and celebration.

Scholarly estimates for the earliest stage of the text range from the 7th-5th to 5th—4th century BCE, and |ater
stages extend up to the 3rd century CE, although the original date of composition is unknown. It is one of the
largest ancient epicsin world literature and consists of nearly 24,000 shlokas (verses), divided into seven
k???a (chapters). Each shlokais a couplet (two individual lines). The Ramayana belongs to the genre of
Itihasa, narratives of past events (pur?vta), interspersed with teachings on the goals of human life.

There are many versions of the Ramayanain Indian languages, including Buddhist and Jain adaptations.
There are also Cambodian (Reamker), Malay (Hikayat Seri Rama), Filipino, Thai (Ramakien), Lao,
Burmese, Nepali, Maldivian, Vietnamese, and Tibeto-Chinese versions of the Ramayana.

The Ramayana was an important influence on later Sanskrit poetry and the Hindu life and culture, and its
main figures were fundamental to the cultural consciousness of a number of nations, both Hindu and
Buddhist. Its most important moral influence was the importance of virtue, in the life of acitizen and in the
ideals of the formation of a state (from Sanskrit: ?????2???, romanized: R?mar?ya, a utopian state where
Ramais king) or of afunctioning society .
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Rama (; Sanskrit: ???, IAST: R?ma, Sanskrit: [?ra?m?] ) isamajor deity in Hinduism. He is worshipped as
the seventh and one of the most popular avatars of Vishnu. In Rama-centric Hindu traditions, heis
considered the Supreme Being. Also considered as the ideal man (mary?da puru?ottama), Ramais the male
protagonist of the Hindu epic Ramayana. His birth is celebrated every year on Rama Navami, which falls on
the ninth day of the bright half (Shukla Paksha) of the lunar cycle of Chaitra (March-April), the first month
in the Hindu calendar.

According to the Ramayana, Rama was born to Dasaratha and his first wife Kausalyain Ayodhya, the capital
of the Kingdom of Kosala. His siblings included Lakshmana, Bharata, and Shatrughna. He married Sita.
Bornin aroyal family, Ramaslifeis described in the Hindu texts as one challenged by unexpected changes,
such as an exile into impoverished and difficult circumstances, and challenges of ethical questions and mora
dilemmas. The most notable story involving Ramais the kidnapping of Sita by the demon-king Ravana,
followed by Rama and Lakshmana's journey to rescue her.



Thelife story of Rama, Sitaand their companions allegorically discusses duties, rights and social
responsibilities of an individual. It illustrates dharma and dharmic living through model characters.

Rama is especially important to Vaishnavism. He is the central figure of the ancient Hindu epic Ramayana, a
text historically popular in the South Asian and Southeast Asian cultures. His ancient legends have attracted
bhashya (commentaries) and extensive secondary literature and inspired performance arts. Two such texts,
for example, are the Adhyatma Ramayana— a spiritual and theological treatise considered foundational by
Ramanandi monasteries, and the Ramcharitmanas — a popular treatise that inspires thousands of Ramlila
festival performances during autumn every year in India

Rama |legends are also found in the texts of Jainism and Buddhism, though he is sometimes called Pauma or
Padmain these texts, and their details vary significantly from the Hindu versions. Jain Texts a'so mention
Rama as the eighth balabhadra among the 63 salakapurusas. In Sikhism, Ramais mentioned as twentieth of
the twenty-four divine avatars of Vishnu in the Chaubis Avtar in Dasam Granth.
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Ramayana: The Legend of Prince Ramais a 1993 anime film co-produced by Japan and India; produced and
directed by Y ugo Sako. It isbased on the Indian epic Ramayana. The film was directed by Koichi Sasaki and
Ram Mohan, with music composed by Vanrg Bhatia. The film wasfirst released in India at the 24th
International Film Festival of India It was also screened at the 1993 VVancouver International Film Festival.
Subsequently, a Hindi dubbed version was released in the late 1990s. On on Jan 24, 2025, it was re-rel eased
in theatresin 4K with old English dub and new dubsin Hindi, Tamil and Telugu.
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Vali (Sanskrit: ???7?) aso known as Bali, was a vanara and the king of Kishkindhain the Hindu epic
Ramayana. He was the son of Indra, the husband of Tara, the elder brother of Sugriva, and the father of
Angada through hiswife, Tara.

Vali obtained a pendant from hisfather, Indra, that which allowed him to restore his energy even when
nearing death, making him aformidable fighter. He banished his brother Sugriva, who had assumed his
throne, believing him to be dead. Sugriva sought the assistance of Rama, an avatar of Vishnu, to intervenein
their conflict. During a duel between the brothers, Rama shot Vali in the chest with an arrow.
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Bharata (Sanskrit: ??? |AST: Bharata) is the younger brother of Ramain Hindu epic Ramayana, and the
regent of Ayodhya during Rama's exile. Bharata is considered as an incarnation of the Panchajanya of god
Vishnu, and was married to Mandavi.

Bharatais regarded for his devotion towards his elder brother Rama. He went against his mother and refused
the throne of Ayodhyawhile elder brother, Rama, was exiled. Bharataalso lived alifein exile, in
Nandigram, Ayodhya, till Rama, Sita and L akshmana returned to Ayodhya. He is mostly worshipped in
Keraa
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Ramayanais one of the two major Sanskrit epics of ancient India.
Ramayana, Ramayan, or Ramayanam may also refer to:
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Ramayana: The Epic is a 2010 Indian Hindi-language computer-animated mythological action film from
Maya Digital Media. Directed by Chetan Desal and produced by Ketan Mehta, it was released by Warner
Bros. Pictures on 15 October 2010.
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Hanuman (; Sanskrit: ??????2?, IAST: Hanum?n), also known as Maruti, Bgjrangabali, and Anjaneya, isa
deity in Hinduism, revered as a divine vanara, and a devoted companion of the deity Rama. Central to the
Ramayana, Hanuman is celebrated for his unwavering devotion to Rama and is considered a chiranjivi. Heis
traditionally believed to be the spiritual offspring of the wind deity Vayu, who is said to have played a
significant rolein his birth. In Shaivatradition, he is regarded to be an incarnation of Shiva, while in most of
the Vaishnavatraditions he is the son and incarnation of Vayu. Histales are recounted not only in the
Ramayana but also in the Mahabharata and various Puranas. Devotional practices centered around Hanuman
were not prominent in these texts or in early archaeological evidence. His theological significance and the
cultivation of a devoted following emerged roughly a millennium after the Ramayana was composed, during
the second millennium CE.

Figures from the Bhakti movement, such as Samarth Ramdas, have portrayed Hanuman as an emblem of
nationalism and defiance against oppression. According to Vaishnava tradition, the sage Madhvacharya
posited that Vayu aids Vishnu in his earthly incarnations, arole akin to Hanuman's assistance to Rama. In
recent times, the veneration of Hanuman through iconography and temple worship has significantly
increased. He epitomizes the fusion of "strength, heroic initiative, and assertive excellence" with "loving,
emotional devotion” to hislord Rama, embodying both Shakti and Bhakti. Subsequent literature has
occasionally depicted him as the patron deity of martial arts, meditation, and scholarly pursuits. He is revered
as an exemplar of self-control, faith, and commitment to a cause, transcending his outward Vanara
appearance. Traditionally, Hanuman is celebrated as alifelong celibate, embodying the virtues of chastity.
Hanuman's abilities are partly attributed to his lineage from Vayu, symbolizing a connection with both the
physical and the cosmic elements.
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Lava (Sanskrit: ??, IAST: Lava) and his elder twin brother Kusha, are the children of Ramaand Sitain Hindu
texts. Their story is recounted in the Hindu epic, Ramayana and its other versions. Heis said to have a
whitish golden complexion like their mother, while Kusha had a blackish complexion like their father.

Ramayana



Versions of the Ramayana

as many as three hundred versions of the Indian Hindu epic poem, the Ramayana, are known to exist. The
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Depending on the methods of counting, as many as three hundred versions of the Indian Hindu epic poem,
the Ramayana, are known to exist. The oldest version is generally recognized to be the Sanskrit version
attributed to the Padma Purana - Acharya Shri Ravi?e? Padmapur??a Ravisena Acharya, later on sage
Narada, the Mula Ramayana. Narada passed on the knowledge to Vamiki, who authored Valmiki Ramayana,
the present oldest available version of Ramayana

The Ramayana has spread to many Asian countries outside of India, including Burma, Indonesia, Cambodia,
Laos, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, Japan, Mongolia, Vietnam and China.
The original Vamiki version has been adapted or translated into various regional languages, which have
often been marked more or less by plot twists and thematic adaptations. Some of the important adaptations of
the classic tale include the 12th-century Tamil language Ramavataram, 12th-century Kannada Ramachandra
Charitapurana or Pampa Ramayana by Nagachandra, 13th-century Telugu language Sri Ranganatha
Ramayanam, 14th or 15th-century Assamese Saptakanda Ramayana, 15th-century Bengali Krittivasi
Ramayana, 16th-century Awadhi Ramcharitmanas, 17th-century Malayalam language
Adhyathmaramayanam Kilippattu, the Khmer Reamker, the Old Javanese Kakawin Ramayana, and the Thai
Ramakien, the Lao Phra Lak Phra Lam, and the Burmese Y ama Zatdaw.

The manifestation of the core themes of the original Ramayanais far broader even than can be understood
from a consideration of the different languages in which it appears, asits essence has been expressed in a
diverse array of regional cultures and artistic mediums. For instance, the Ramayana has been expressed or
interpreted in Lkhaon Khmer dance theatre, in the Ramanattam and Kathakali of Kerala, in the Mappila
Songs of the Muslims of Kerala and Lakshadweep, in the Indian operatic tradition of Y akshagana, and in the
epic paintings still extant on, for instance, the walls of Thailand's Wat Phra Kaew palace temple. In
Indonesia, the tales of the Ramayana appear reflected in traditional dance performances such as Sendratari
Ramayana and Kecak, masked danced drama, and Wayang shadow puppetry. Angkor Wat in Siem Reap aso
has mural scenes from the epic Battle of Lanka on one of its outer walls.
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