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Sanford Koufax (; né Braun; born December 30, 1935), nicknamed "the Left Arm of God", isan American
former baseball pitcher who played 12 seasonsin Major League Baseball (MLB) for the Brooklyn/Los
Angeles Dodgers from 1955 to 1966. Widely regarded as one of the greatest pitchers in baseball history,
Koufax was the first three-time winner of the Cy Y oung Award, each time winning unanimously and the
only pitcher to do so when a single award was given for both the leagues; he was aso named the National
League Most Valuable Player in 1963. Retiring at age 30 due to chronic pain in his pitching elbow, Koufax
was elected to the Baseball Hall of Famein hisfirst year of eligibility in 1972 at age 36, the youngest player
ever elected.

Born in Brooklyn, New Y ork, Koufax was primarily a basketball player in his youth and had pitched in only
afew games before signing with the Brooklyn Dodgers at age 19. Due to the bonus rule he signed under,
Koufax never pitched in the minor leagues. Hislack of pitching experience caused manager Walter Alston to
distrust Koufax, who saw inconsistent playing time during hisfirst six seasons. As aresult, though he often
showed flashes of brilliance, Koufax struggled early on. Frustrated with the way he was being managed by
the Dodgers, he ailmost quit after the 1960 season. After making adjustments prior to the 1961 season,
Koufax quickly rose to become the most dominant pitcher in the major leagues, as well as the first major
sports star on the West Coast. He was an All-Star in each of hislast six seasons, leading the National League
(NL) in earned run average each of hislast five years, in strikeouts four times, and in wins and shutouts three
times each. He was the first pitcher in the live-ball erato post an earned run average below 2.00 in three
different qualifying seasons, and the first in the modern erato record a 300-strikeout season three times.

Koufax won the Mgjor League Triple Crown three times, leading the Dodgers to a pennant in each of those
years. He was the first major league pitcher to throw four no-hitters, including a perfect game in 1965. He
was named the World Series MV P twice, leading the weak-hitting Dodgersto titlesin 1963 and 1965.
Despite his comparatively short career, his 2,396 career strikeouts ranked seventh in major league history at
the time, trailing only Warren Spahn (2,583) among |eft-handers; his 40 shutouts were tied for ninthin
modern NL history. He was the first pitcher in history to average more than nine strikeouts per nine innings
pitched, and the first to allow fewer than seven hits per nine innings pitched. Koufax, along with teammate
Don Drysdale, became a pivotal figure in baseball's labor movement when the two staged a joint holdout and
demanded afairer contract from the Dodgers before the 1966 season. Koufax is also considered one of the
greatest Jewish athletesin history; his decision to sit out Game 1 of the 1965 World Series because it
coincided with the Jewish holiday of Yom Kippur garnered national attention and made him an iconic figure
within the American Jewish community.

Sinceretiring, Koufax has kept alow profile and makes public appearances on rare occasions. In December
1966, he signed a 10-year contract to work as a broadcaster for NBC; uncomfortable in front of cameras and
with public speaking, he resigned after six years. In 1979, Koufax returned to work as a pitching coach in the
Dodgers farm system; he resigned from the position in 1990 but continues to make informal appearances
during spring training. From 2013 to 2015, Koufax worked in an executive position for the Dodgers, as
specia advisor to chairman Mark Walter. In 1999, he was named to the Mgjor League Baseball All-Century
Team. His number 32 was retired by the Dodgersin 1972 and he was honored with a statue outside the
centerfield plaza of Dodger Stadium in 2022. That same year, Koufax became the first player to mark the
50th anniversary of his election to the Baseball Hall of Fame.
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The Los Angeles Dodgers are an American professional baseball team based in Los Angeles. The Dodgers
compete in Mg or League Baseball (MLB) as a member club of the National League (NL) West Division.
Founded in 1883 in Brooklyn, New Y ork, the team joined the NL in 1890 as the Brooklyn Bridegrooms and
used other monikers before settling as the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1932. From the 1940s through the mid-
1950s, the Dodgers devel oped a fierce crosstown rivalry with the New Y ork Y ankees as the two clubs faced
each other in the World Series seven times, with the Dodgers losing the first five matchups before defeating
them to win the franchise's first title in 1955. The Dodgers made history by breaking the baseball color linein
1947 with the debut of Jackie Robinson, the first African American to play in the Major Leagues since 1884.
Another major milestone was reached in 1956 when Don Newcombe became the first player ever to win both
the Cy Young Award and the NL MV P in the same season.

After 68 seasons in Brooklyn, Dodgers owner and president Walter O'Malley moved the franchise to Los
Angeles before the 1958 season. The team played their first four seasons at the Los Angeles Memorid
Coliseum before moving to their current home of Dodger Stadium in 1962. The Dodgers found immediate
successin Los Angeles, winning the 1959 World Series. Success continued into the 1960s; their ace pitchers
Sandy Koufax and Don Drysdale were the cornerstones of titlesin 1963 and 1965. In 1981, rookie Mexican
phenom pitcher Fernando Valenzuela became a sensation and led the team to a championship; heisthe only
player to win the Cy Y oung and Rookie of the Y ear awards in the same season. The Dodgers were once
again victoriousin 1988, upsetting their heavily favored opponent in each series and becoming the only
franchise to win multiple titlesin the 1980s. Next came a 32-year championship drought, despite 12
postseason appearances in a 17-year span and eight consecutive division titles from 2013 to 2020. It was
broken when the Dodgers won the 2020 World Series. The Dodgers signed global sensation Shohei Ohtani in
2024, who set league and franchise records with the team en route to their eighth World Seriestitle that
Season.

One of the most successful and storied franchisesin MLB, the Dodgers have won eight World Series
championships and arecord 25 National League pennants. Eleven NL MV P award winners have played for
the Dodgers, winning atotal of 14. Eight Cy Y oung Award winners have pitched for the club, winning atotal
of 12—Dby far the most of any Mg or League franchise. The Dodgers boast 18 Rookie of the Y ear Award
winners, twice as many as the next club. Thisincludes four consecutive Rookies of the Y ear from 1979 to
1982 and five consecutive from 1992 to 1996. From 1884 through 2024, the Dodgers all-time record is
11,432-10,068-139 (.532). Since moving to Los Angelesin 1958, the Dodgers have a win-oss record of
5,808-4,778-6 (.549) through the end of 2024.

Today, the Dodgers are among the most popular MLB teams, enjoying large fan support both at home and on
the road; they are widely seen as one of National League's most dominant teams. They maintain afierce
rivalry with the San Francisco Giants dating back to the two clubs' start in New Y ork City, aswell asamore
recent rivalry with the American League's Houston Astros due to the controversy over the Astros sign
stealing scandal in the 2017 World Series. As of 2024, Forbes ranked the Dodgers second in MLB franchise
valuation at $5.45 billion.
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The Larry King Show was an American overnight radio talk show hosted by Larry King. It was broadcast
nationally over the Mutual Broadcasting System from January 1978 to May 1994. A typical program



consisted of King interviewing a guest, then taking phone calls from listeners for the guest, and then taking
phone calls on any topic. The program won a Peabody Award in 1982.
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Lynn Nolan Ryan Jr. (born January 31, 1947), nicknamed "the Ryan Express’, is an American former
professional baseball pitcher and sports executive. Over arecord 27-year playing career in Magor League
Baseball (MLB), Ryan pitched for the New Y ork Mets, California Angels, Houston Astros, and Texas
Rangers. After hisretirement in 1993, Ryan served as chief executive officer (CEO) of the Texas Rangers
and an executive advisor to the Houston Astros. He was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Famein 1999 in
hisfirst year of eligibility, and iswidely considered to be one of the greatest pitchers of all time.

Ryan was a right-handed power pitcher who consistently threw pitches that were clocked above 100 miles

per hour (161 km/h). He maintained this velocity throughout his pitching career, being known as one of the
top pitchersin Major League Baseball into his mid-40s. Ryan was also known to throw a devastating 12—6

curveball at exceptional velocity for a breaking ball.

Ryan had alifetime win-oss record of 324292 (.526) and was an eight-time All-Star. He has 5,714 career
strikeouts, an MLB record that is 839 more than runner-up Randy Johnson. Similarly, Ryan's 2,795 bases on
balls lead second-place Steve Carlton by 962 —walking over 50% more hitters than any other pitcher in MLB
history. Ryan's lifetime batting average against of .204 is also amajor league record. He recorded 300
strikeouts in a season six different times, aMajor League record. Ryan, Pedro Martinez, Johnson, Trevor
Hoffman, Sandy Koufax, and Billy Wagner are the only six pitchers inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame
who had more strikeouts than innings pitched. Ryan is one of three playersin history to have his number
retired by at least three teams, along with Jackie Robinson (whose number was retired by Major League
Baseball) and Frank Robinson.

Ryan isthe all-time leader in no-hitters with seven, three more than any other pitcher. He is tied with Bob
Feller for the most one-hitters, with 12. Ryan also pitched 18 two-hitters. Despite this, he never pitched a
perfect game, nor did he ever win a Cy Y oung Award; both were largely attributed to his high walk rate.
Ryan is one of only 31 playersin baseball history to have appeared in MLB gamesin four different decades.
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The 1963 World Series was the championship series of Major League Baseball's (MLB) 1963 season. The
60th edition of the World Series, it was a best-of-seven playoff that matched the American League (AL)
champion and two-time defending World Series champion New Y ork Y ankees against the Nationa League
(NL) champion Los Angeles Dodgers.

The Dodgers swept the Series in four games to secure their second World's championship in five years, and
their third in franchise history. Dodgers starting pitchers Sandy Koufax, Don Drysdale, and Johnny Podres,
and ace reliever Ron Perranoski combined to give up only four runs in four games. The dominance of the
Dodgers pitchers was so complete that at no point in any of the four games did the Y ankees have the lead.
New York was held to a.171 team batting average, the lowest ever for the Y ankees in the postseason.
Koufax, who pitched 2 complete games with a 1.50 ERA and 23 strikeouts, was named the World Series
Most Vauable Player. Koufax was the first player since the introduction of the award in the 1955 Seriesto be
named league MV P and World Series MV P in the same calendar year. Coincidentally, the 1955 World Series
was also won by the Dodgers.



Thiswasthefirst timein their history that the Y ankees were swept in aWorld Seriesin four straight games
— the 1922 World Series had onettie.

Of the Dodgers' eight World championships to date, this remains the only one clinched in their home ballpark
(although their 2020 title was won as the designated "home team” as part of that year's neutral-site World
Seriesin Arlington, Texas).

This series was a so the first meeting between teams from New Y ork City and Los Angeles for amajor
professional sports championship. Eight more such meetings have followed with four more times each in the
World Series, three in the NBA Finals, and the 2014 Stanley Cup Finals.

Jonah Winter

Gertrude, illustrated by Calef Brown, Smon &amp; Schuster (2009) You Never Heard of Sandy Koufax?!,
illustrated by Andre Carrilho, Random House (2009) Peaceful

Jonah Winter (born August 19, 1962) is an American children’s book author, illustrator, musician and poet,
best known for his nonfiction picture books about racial justice, baseball players, politicians, artists, and
musicians.
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James Alvin Palmer (born October 15, 1945) is an American former professional baseball pitcher who played
19 yearsin Magjor League Baseball (MLB) for the Baltimore Orioles (1965-1967, 1969-1984). Palmer was
the winningest MLB pitcher in the 1970s, totaling 186 wins. He also won at least 20 gamesin eight different
seasons and won three Cy Y oung Awards and four Gold Gloves during the decade. His 268 Orioles victories
are the most in team history. A six-time American League (AL) All-Star, he was also one of the rare pitchers
who never allowed a grand slam in any major league contest.

Palmer appeared in the postseason eight times and was a vital member of three World Series Champions, six
AL pennant winners and seven Eastern Division titleholders. He is the only pitcher in history to earn awinin
aWorld Series game in three different decades. He is also the youngest to pitch a complete-game shutout in a
World Series, doing so nine days before his 21st birthday in 1966, in which he defeated Sandy Koufax in
Koufax's last appearance. He was one of the starters on the last rotation to feature four 20-game winnersin a
single season in 1971. He was elected to the Baseball Hall of Famein 1990 in hisfirst year of eligibility.

Since his retirement as an active player in 1984, Palmer has worked as a color commentator on telecasts of
MLB gamesfor ABC and ESPN and for the Orioles on Home Team Sports (HTS), Comcast SportsNet
(CSN) Mid-Atlantic and the Mid-Atlantic Sports Network (MASN). He has also been a popular spokesman,
most famously for Jockey International for almost 20 years. He was nicknamed "Cakes' in the 1960s because
of his habit of eating pancakes for breakfast on the days he pitched.
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America, Why | Love Her isan album of poetry recited by John Wayne. It was released on the RCA Victor
label (LSP-4828) on March 1, 1973. It consists of patriotic poems written by actor John Mitchum, the brother
of Robert Mitchum.
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The Sydney Taylor Book Award, established in 1968, recognizes the best in Jewish children's literature.
Medals are awarded annually for outstanding books that authentically portray the Jewish experience.

Thislist provides Sydney Taylor Book Award recipients, not including manuscript and body-of-work
awards. The Children's Book Award was uncategorized from 1968 to 1980, after which two categories were
presented: Y ounger Readers and Older Readers. In 1985, a Teen Reader category was introduced, though it
has not been presented annually. In 2009 and 2010, an All Ages Award was also presented.
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Henry Louis Gehrig ( GAIR-ig; June 19, 1903 — June 2, 1941), also known as Heinrich Ludwig Gehrig, was
an American professional baseball first baseman who played 17 seasonsin Major League Baseball (MLB)
for the New Y ork Yankees (1923-1939). Gehrig was renowned for his prowess as a hitter and for his
durability, which earned him the nickname "the Iron Horse", and he is regarded as one of the greatest
baseball players of al time. Gehrig was an All-Star seven consecutive times, a Triple Crown winner once, an
American League (AL) Most Valuable Player twice and a member of six World Series champion teams. He
had a career .340 batting average, .632 slugging average, and a .447 on-base average. He hit 493 home runs
and had 1,995 runs batted in (RBIS). He is also one of 20 playersto hit four home runsin asingle game. In
1939, Gehrig was elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame and was the first MLB player to have his uniform
number retired by ateam when his number 4 was retired by the Y ankees.

A native of New Y ork City and a student at Columbia University, Gehrig signed with the Y ankees on April
29, 1923. He set several major-league records during his career, including the most career grand slams (23;
since broken by Alex Rodriguez) and most consecutive games played (2,130), arecord that stood for 56
years and was considered unbreakable until Cal Ripken Jr. surpassed it in 1995. Gehrig's consecutive game
streak ended on May 2, 1939, when he voluntarily took himself out of the lineup, stunning both players and
fans, after his performance in the field had become hampered by an undiagnosed ailment; it was subsequently
confirmed to be amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), an incurable neuromuscular illness that since thenis
sometimes referred to as "L ou Gehrig's disease” in the United States.

Gehrig never played again and retired in 1939 at age 36. Two weeks later, the ball club held a Lou Gehrig
Appreciation Day on July 4, 1939, at the close of which he delivered his speech declaring himself the
"luckiest man on the face of the earth” at Y ankee Stadium. Two years later, Gehrig died of complications
from ALS. In 1969, the Baseball Writers' Association of Americavoted Gehrig the greatest first baseman of
al time, and he was the leading vote-getter on the MLB All-Century Team, chosen by fansin 1999. A
monument in Gehrig's honor, originally dedicated by the Y ankeesin 1941, prominently featuresin
Monument Park at the new Y ankee Stadium. The Lou Gehrig Memorial Award is given annually to the MLB
player who best exhibits Gehrig's integrity and character.
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